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Introduction
This booklet is designed to help students and supervisors make choices about subjects for study in
senior high school years.
The booklet contains
•
information about the subjects available at this school for the Year 11 and Year 12 courses
•
the requirements for study established by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA)
•
information about entry into university or TAFE courses
•
information about the school contribution and subject fees for various courses.
Please read this booklet very carefully before you make your choice of subjects for Year 11 or Year 12
courses. Use the subject selection points below as a guide.
You are encouraged to contact the appropriate Head Teacher or Year Adviser to discuss your
selection of subjects.
The SDEHS Careers Advisers will also be available to help you plan your senior course selections.
Information is available from Centrelink concerning the Isolated Children’s Allowance and the Youth
Allowance schemes, as financial assistance may be available for some distance education students.

Subject Selection
When choosing your subjects consider carefully
• what you are interested in studying
• your career aims
• your proven ability
• your potential
• any individual circumstances affecting the time available for schoolwork
• for each 2 Unit subject you need approximately four hours per week work time plus
additional homework time
• a scientific calculator is needed for all senior Mathematics courses
• if Physics or Chemistry or Biology is selected you should be capable of studying at least
Mathematics Advanced course
• you can do a maximum of 6 units in Science.
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Requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 courses
Senior studies include both Year 11 and Year 12 courses. Students must successfully complete a Year
11 course before they can move on to the Year 12 course in that subject.
The Year 11 Course is a prerequisite for the majority of Year 12 courses (refer to page 10).
Subjects in the Year 11 and Year 12 courses are described in units.
One Unit represents approximately two hours a week of work in a course (about 60 hours a year).
Most courses are of 2 Unit value (approximately four hours a week or about 120 hours each year).
A selection of 1 Unit (1U) and 2 Unit (2U) courses are available at SDEHS.
In order to qualify for a Higher School Certificate, both the Year 11 course and the Year 12 course
must include
• at least 6 Units from Board Developed courses including at least 2 Units of a Board Developed
course in English. English is compulsory.
• at least three courses of 2 Units value or greater
• at least four subjects
• a maximum of 6 Units of courses in Science.
For the award of the Higher School Certificate credential a student must
• satisfactorily complete courses that meet the requirements of the NSW Education Standards
Authority (NESA). This includes the completion of the practical, oral or project works as well as
the assessment requirements for each course.
• sit for, and make a serious attempt at, the required Higher School Certificate examinations
• study a minimum of 12 Units in the Year 11 course
• study a minimum of 10 Units in the Year 12 course
• achieve the HSC Minimum Standards.

Are you interested in getting an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)?
Students who wish to receive an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) to apply for university
must study a minimum of ten Board Developed units in Year 12. Please note the following.
•

English Studies, Mathematics Standard 1 and VET courses are Category B subjects and only one
of these can be used in the calculation of an ATAR.

•

Exploring Early Childhood; Photography, Video and Digital Imaging; Sport Lifestyle and
Recreation Studies; Marine Studies and Work Studies are Content Endorsed Courses and do not
count in the calculation of an ATAR.

•

Financial Management is a School Developed Board Endorsed Course and does not count in the
calculation of an ATAR.

Please contact your Careers Adviser for further information.

Where do I begin?
As a student at Sydney Distance Education High School, you will begin the Year 11 courses in Term 1.
If you satisfy the Year 11 course requirements you will then begin studying the Year 12 courses in
Term 4 (October) and sit for the Higher School Certificate examinations in October/November of the
following year.
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The Pathways Alternative
If for some reason you are unable to complete all your subjects in two years, then you can elect to
complete them over three or more years. This is called Pathways.
There are many Pathways patterns available to you. If you are thinking about following this Pathways
alternative to the Higher School Certificate, you must discuss your subject choices with your Careers
teacher or member of the Careers Team.
Following Stage 6 regular reviews students who are not meeting minimum outcomes for their
courses may be placed into a pathways study program.

Record of School Achievement (RoSA)
The Record of School Achievement (RoSA) is issued by the NSW Education Standards Authority
(NESA).
Students may request a RoSA (including grades for each subject) if they leave school after
satisfactorily completing their Year 10 or Year 11 studies.
If the student leaves during Year 11 or Year 12, without completing their courses, the RoSA will list
the subjects that they were enrolled in at that time. There will be no grades on this RoSA.
After satisfactory completion of the Year 12 courses, students will receive the Higher School
Certificate or a RoSA.

Conditions of Enrolment
Students and supervisors are reminded that, as a condition of continued enrolment in distance
education, work must be submitted every week in all subjects.

Late Enrolments
Year 11
Year 11 students enrolling at SDEHS after the end of Term 1 must enrol in a Pathways program unless
they have a minimum of 75% attendance at their previous school.
Attendance rate and details of work completed in each subject must be verified by the student’s
previous school.
All students enrolled in Year 11 are reviewed on a regular basis. If the submission of coursework is
unsatisfactory (under 75%) the student may be moved to a Pathways pattern of study.

Year 12
Year 12 students enrolling at SDEHS at the end or after Term 4 must enrol in a Pathways program
unless they have 75% (or more) attendance at their previous school.
The percentage attendance and details of work already completed in each subject must be verified
by the student’s previous school.
All students enrolled in Year 12 are reviewed on a regular basis. If the engagement in coursework is
unsatisfactory, it is expected that the student may move to a Pathways pattern of study.
Sydney Distance Education High School

6

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses
Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses are offered as part of the Higher School Certificate
(HSC) or Record of School Achievement (RoSA). VET courses are designed to deliver workplacespecific skills and knowledge and cover a wide range of careers and industries. VET courses for
secondary students are developed by the NSW Educational Standards Authority (NESA) and are
based on national packages.
VET courses allow students to gain both HSC or RoSA qualifications and a qualification recognised
throughout Australia as part of the Australian Qualification Framework (AQF). These qualifications
are widely recognised by industry, employers and tertiary training providers eg TAFE NSW and
Universities and will assist students to move easily between various education and training sectors
and employment.
The Registered Training Organisation (RTO) delivers and assesses VET qualifications to secondary
students.
Board Developed VET courses are classified as Category B subjects and ONLY ONE may contribute to
the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). These courses have an optional HSC
examination. Students wishing to include a VET course in the ATAR calculation must sit the HSC
examination.
Board Developed VET courses have specified workplace requirement and include industry specific
mandatory work placement (70 hours) or occasionally simulated workplace hours at school.
Content Endorsed VET Courses do count towards the HSC or RoSA but do not have HSC examinations
therefore can’t count in the calculations of the ATAR. Board Endorsed VET Courses have either
mandatory or recommended industry specific work placement.
Assessment in all VET courses is competency based. The student is assessed on what they can do (the
skills) and what they know (the knowledge) that will equip them in the workplace. Students who
have successfully achieved competency will have the skills and knowledge they need to complete
workplace activities in a range of different situations and environments, to an industry standard of
performance that is expected in the workplace.
Competency-based assessment materials are designed to ensure that each learner has achieved all
the outcomes (skills and knowledge). Competency-based training is based on performance standards
that have been set by industry.
Students will receive documentation showing the competencies achieved for the VET course
undertaken.
Some subjects studied in Year 11 and Year 12 courses may be credited towards TAFE courses after
you finish school. Vocational Education and Training courses (VET) offer units towards the Higher
School Certificate as well as credit at TAFE or other private institutions for further study.
Due to the specific requirements of a VET course, it is recommended students speak to the VET
Coordinator or Careers Adviser before choosing the course to ensure they are fully aware of the
requirements.
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EVET Courses (External VET courses)
EVET courses are VET courses studied through TAFENSW or other training providers. EVET is
externally delivered Vocational Education and Training. VET delivered through TAFE is referred to as
TVET.
Some EVET courses include an HSC exam which provides the opportunity for students to have this
subject contribute towards the calculation of their ATAR.
Courses run at various locations and are delivered either face to face, online or in blocks of time
during the year.
If you have particular interest in a career or subject, speak to a member of the Careers Team.
There is no guarantee that an EVET course will proceed, as viability will be determined by student
demand and the Department of Education budget.
Applications are only open for a short period of time, so if you are interested contact your Careers
teacher no later than Friday 5th August 2022.

Year 10 students in Middle School moving into Stage 6
Middle School does not continue into Stage 6. In Stage 6 all students go into mainstream courses.
Year 10 Middle School is not adequate preparation for HSC (ATAR) courses in Stage 6.
If a student is from Year 10 Middle School, a pattern of study that involves enrolment in non ATAR
courses for Stage 6 is strongly recommended. If students are not meeting minimum outcomes upon
review each term the study program will be adjusted.

Life Skills Courses
Life Skills courses are NESA Developed courses for students with special education needs, primarily
those with a diagnosed intellectual disability. They are not examined externally and do not
contribute to an ATAR. If students satisfactorily complete a Life Skills course they will be issued a
Profile of Student Achievement from NESA.

Eligibility for HSC Life Skills Program at SDEHS
For a small percentage of students with special education needs, particularly those with an
intellectual disability, it may be appropriate to develop a pattern of study that includes one or more
Life Skills courses.
A student studying any Stage 6 Life Skills course will have completed Life Skills courses in Years 7-10.
Applicants for Stage 6 Life Skills will be assessed on an individual basis in negotiation with the Head
Teacher Teaching and Learning (Learning and Support), Head Teacher Secondary Studies and Head
Teacher Welfare (Years 11-12)
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Information about School Contributions for
Year 11 and Year 12 students
Voluntary School Contribution

$ 138 (halved if 6 units or fewer)

Subject Contribution
•

Subject Contribution General

•

Subject Contributions Specific (may apply, if there is an extra course cost)

$ 97

For each of the following courses there is a contribution for the consumables and kits used during the
course.
−

Hospitality – Kitchen Operations (SIT20416)

$ 65

−

Languages studied through NSW School of Languages (for 2 years)

$ 230

−

Music

$ 20

−

Music 2 (Year 11)

$ 20

−

Music 2 (Year 12)

$ 50

−

Music Extension

$ 20

−

Textiles and Design (Year 11 only)

$ 35

−

Visual Arts – Senior Art Kit (optional)

$ 80

Notes
•

An invoice will be sent after the student is enrolled or promoted from Year 11 and Year 12.

•

Pathways students studying 6 units or fewer in a year pay half the Voluntary School Contribution.
This is $69 a year.

•

Please contact the School Administrative Manager if there are any issues you wish to discuss
concerning these contributions. Financial student assistance is available for the Subject Contributions
General and Subject Contribution Specific payments.
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Course
Information
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Courses Offered

Aboriginal Studies 2 Unit .............................................................................................................................................................12
Creative & Performing Arts
a) Music 1 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 13
b) Music 2 2 Unit ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 14
c) Music Extension 1 Unit .......................................................................................................................................................................... 15
d) Photography, Video & Digital Imaging (non ATAR − can be studied in Year 12 only) 2 Unit ................................................................. 16
e) Visual Arts 2 Unit ................................................................................................................................................................................... 17
f) Visual Design (non ATAR) 2 Unit (not available to single course students)............................................................................................ 18
g) Visual Design (non ATAR – Year 12 only) 2 Unit (not available to single course students) ................................................................... 19
English
a) English Advanced 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................ 20
b) English Standard 2 Unit ......................................................................................................................................................................... 21
c) English Studies (ATAR possible if student sits HSC exam) 2 Unit (Category B) ...................................................................................... 22
d) English Extension 1 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................ 23
History
a) Ancient History 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................... 24
b) Modern History 2 Unit........................................................................................................................................................................... 25
c) History Extension (Year 12 only) 1 Unit ................................................................................................................................................. 26
d) Society & Culture 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................ 27
Languages
– studied through NSW School of Languages ............................................................................................................................................ 28
Mathematics
a) Mathematics Standard (with Year 12 Mathematics 2) 2 Unit ............................................................................................................... 30
b) Mathematics Standard (with Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1) (ATAR possible if student sits HSC exam) 2 Unit (Category B) ......... 31
c) Mathematics Advanced 2 Unit .............................................................................................................................................................. 32
d) Mathematics Extension 1 1 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................... 33
e) Mathematics Extension 2 1 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................... 34
PDHPE
a) Community & Family Studies 2 Unit ...................................................................................................................................................... 35
b) Driver Education (non ATAR) 2 Unit (not available to single course students) ..................................................................................... 36
c) Driver Education (non ATAR – Year 12 only) 2 Unit (not available to single course students) .............................................................. 37
d) Exploring Early Childhood (non ATAR – Year 11 OR Year 12) 1 Unit ..................................................................................................... 38
e) PDHPE 2 Unit ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 39
f) Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation (non ATAR –Year 11 & Year 12) 2 Unit .................................................................................................... 40
g) Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation (non ATAR – can be studied for Year 12 only) 2 Unit .............................................................................. 41
h) Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation (non ATAR –Year 11 & Year 12) 1 Unit.................................................................................................... 42
i) Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation (non ATAR – can be studied for Year 12 only) 1 Unit ............................................................................... 43
j) Life Ready (Year 11 – compulsory) ......................................................................................................................................................... 44
Science
a) Biology 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 45
b) Chemistry 2 Unit .................................................................................................................................................................................... 46
c) Earth & Environmental Science 2 Unit ................................................................................................................................................... 47
d) Physics 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 48
e) Marine Studies (non ATAR) 2 Unit (not available to single course students) ........................................................................................ 49
f) Marine Studies (non ATAR – can be studied in Year 12 only) 2 Unit (not available to single course students) ..................................... 50
Social Sciences
a) Business Studies 2 Unit .......................................................................................................................................................................... 51
b) Economics 2 Unit ................................................................................................................................................................................... 52
c) Financial Management (non ATAR) 2 Unit............................................................................................................................................. 53
d) Financial Management (non ATAR – can be studied in Year 12 only) 2 Unit ........................................................................................ 54
e) Geography 2 Unit .................................................................................................................................................................................. 55
f) Legal Studies 2 Unit ................................................................................................................................................................................ 56
g) Studies of Religion 2 Unit ...................................................................................................................................................................... 57
h) Studies of Religion 1 Unit ...................................................................................................................................................................... 58
TAS
a) Agriculture 2 Unit .................................................................................................................................................................................. 59
b) Computing Applications (non ATAR) 2 Unit (not available to single course students).......................................................................... 60
c) Computing Applications (non ATAR – Year 12 only) 2 Unit (not available to single course students) .................................................. 61
d) Design & Technology 2 Unit .................................................................................................................................................................. 62
e) Engineering Studies 2 Unit .................................................................................................................................................................... 63
f) Food Technology 2 Unit ......................................................................................................................................................................... 64
g) Information Process & Technology 2 Unit ............................................................................................................................................. 65
h) Industrial Technology Multimedia 2 Unit .............................................................................................................................................. 66
i) Software Design and Development 2 Unit ............................................................................................................................................. 67
j) Textiles & Design 2 Unit.......................................................................................................................................................................... 68
Vocational Education & Training courses (all VET courses are Category B)
a) Business Services 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................................................................ 69
b) Hospitality – Kitchen Operations 2 Unit ................................................................................................................................................ 70
c) Retail Services 2 Unit ............................................................................................................................................................................. 71
Work Studies
a) Work Studies (non ATAR – Year 11 & Year 12) 2 Unit ........................................................................................................................... 72
b) Work Studies (non ATAR – can be studied in Year 12 only) 2 Unit........................................................................................................ 73
c) Work Studies (non ATAR – Year 11 and Year 12 only) 1 Unit ................................................................................................................ 74
d) Work Studies (non ATAR – can be studied in Year 12 only) 1 Unit........................................................................................................ 75
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2 Unit

Aboriginal Studies
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

The Year 11 course aims to establish an historical body of
knowledge from pre-contact times to the 1960s as
background for the Year 12 course, including The Dreaming,
Aboriginal relationship to country, and colonisation and its
consequences.

The Year 12 course aims to provide an in-depth knowledge of
legislation, policy, legal decisions and current events from the
1960s and the ongoing impact of colonialism on Aboriginal
and other Indigenous peoples, both Australian and
International, to increase understanding of the key concepts
of social justice and human rights as they apply
internationally.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•
•
•

•

Aboriginality and the land
Heritage and Identity
International Indigenous Community: Comparative Study
Research and Inquiry Methods: Local Community Case
Study

•
•
•
•

Social Justice and Human Rights Issues: The Global
Perspective
Comparative Study 1: Health
Comparative Study 2: Criminal Justice
Heritage and Identity
Research and Inquiry Methods: Major Project

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

•
•
•

Research skills
Consultation with the local Aboriginal community/ies

Major Research Project
Research Skills
Consultation with local Aboriginal community/ies

Skill development

Skill development

•
•
•

•
•
•

Fieldwork
Essay writing
Project planning and organising

Fieldwork
Essay writing
Project planning and organising

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Access to Internet to keep up to date on current issues.

Access to Internet to keep up to date on current issues.
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Music 1

2 Unit

ATAR

Course cost: $20

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Stage 6 Music provides students with the opportunity to develop
their musical abilities and potential.

Stage 6 Music provides students with the opportunity to develop
their musical abilities and potential.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

Students will study THREE topics from the following
• Music of the 20th and 21st centuries
• Music for radio, film, television and multimedia
• Jazz
• An instrument and its repertoire
• Rock music
• Popular music
• Music of the 18th century
• Music of the 19th century
• Baroque music
• Australian Music
• Technology and its influence on music
• Methods of notating music
• Music and religion
• Music and the related arts
• Music of a culture
• Music for small ensembles
• Music for large ensembles
• Music in education
• Medieval music
• Renaissance music
• Theatre music

Students will study THREE topics from the following which are
different to those studied in the Year 11 course
• Music of the 20th and 21st centuries
• Music for radio, film, television and multimedia
• Jazz
• An instrument and its repertoire
• Rock music
• Popular music
• Music of the 18th century
• Music of the 19th century
• Baroque music
• Australian Music
• Technology and its influence on music
• Methods of notating music
• Music and religion
• Music and the related arts
• Music of a culture
• Music for small ensembles
• Music for large ensembles
• Music in education
• Medieval music
• Renaissance music
• Theatre music
Alternatively students may study TWO topics which are different
from those studied in the Year 11 Course and ONE topic from the
Year 11 Course which shows greater depth of understanding,
explores new repertoire and includes a comparative study.

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Students are required to perform a piece related to each topic
studied.

Students are required to perform ONE piece related to one of their
chosen topics as a minimum exam requirement.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the concepts of
music through the learning experiences of performance,
composition, musicology and aural.

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the concepts of
music through the learning experiences of performance, composition,
musicology and aural.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Students should have access to a digital audio player, a computer
that has internet access, a USB connection and the capability of
audio recording. Students are responsible for meeting these
technological requirements. If your computer has no in-built
microphone, you will need an external microphone. Students are
encouraged to have access to a webcam.

Students should have access to a digital audio player, a computer that
has internet access, a USB connection and the capability of audio
recording. Students are responsible for meeting these technological
requirements. If your computer has no in-built microphone, you will
need an external microphone.

Other information

Other information

For a more details on this course visit the NESA website
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au

For a more details on this course visit the NESA website
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au
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Music 2

2 Unit

ATAR

Course cost: Year 11 - $20 / Year 12 - $50

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Stage 6 Music provides students with the opportunity to develop
their musical abilities and potential.

Stage 6 Music provides students with the opportunity to
develop their musical abilities and potential.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

This course builds on the Music Elective course and focuses on
the study of Western art music but requires students to place
the study in a broader musical context. It assumes that students
have a formal background in music, have developed musical
literacy skills and have some knowledge and understanding of
musical styles.

This course builds on the Music 2 Year 11 course and focuses on
the study of Western art music. It assumes students have a
formal background in music, have developed musical literacy
skills and have some knowledge and understanding of musical
styles.

Students will study the mandatory topic Music 1600-1900 and
will study ONE additional topic from the following.
• Australian Music
• Music of a culture
• Medieval music
• Renaissance music
• Music 1900-1945
• Music 1945 to Music 25 years ago

Students will study the mandatory topic Music of the last 25
years (Australian focus) and will study ONE additional topic
from the following.
• Music of a culture
• Medieval Music
• Renaissance music
• Baroque music
• Classical music
• Nineteenth century music
• Music 1900-1945
• Music 1945 to Music 25 years ago
The study of music within this course will involve an integrated
approach which explores the relationship between
Performance, Composition, Musicology and Aural.

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Students will be required to perform on an instrument or voice
in assessment tasks and examinations.

Students will be required to perform on an instrument or voice
in assessment tasks and examinations.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the concepts
of music through the learning experiences of performance,
composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range
of styles, periods and genres.

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the concepts
of music through the learning experiences of performance,
composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range
of styles, periods and genres.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Students should have access to a digital audio player, a computer
that has internet access, a USB connection and the capability of
audio recording. Students are responsible for meeting these
technological requirements. If your computer has no in-built
microphone, you will need an external microphone.

Students should have access to a digital audio player, a
computer that has internet access, a USB connection and the
capability of audio recording. Students are responsible for
meeting these technological requirements. If your computer
has no in-built microphone, you will need an external
microphone.

Other information

Other information

For a more details on this course visit the NESA website
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au

For a more details on this course visit the NESA website
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au
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1 Unit

Music Extension

ATAR

Course cost: $20

Year 12 Course
The Music Extension Course provides challenging and rigorous opportunities for musically and academically talented students.

Brief course outline
This course builds on the Music 2 course. Each student follows an individual program of study with a specialisation in
Performance, Composition or Musicology.

Practical or other requirements
•
•
•

Students choosing to specialise in Performance will work on the development of TWO solo pieces and ONE ensemble piece.
Students choosing to specialise in Composition will compose two contrasting pieces or two movements of a single composition.
Students choosing Musicology will devise a topic of their choice and write an extended essay.

Skill development
Students in Music Extension will develop a deeper understanding of the characteristics of musical styles, periods and/or genres
through their specialisation in Performance, Composition or Musicology. In addition, students will extend their musical
understanding through a more detailed study of the relationship between the musical concepts of duration, pitch, dynamics
and other expressive techniques, tone colour, texture and structure.

Technology or other requirements
Students should have access to a digital audio player, a computer that has internet access, a USB connection and the capability
of audio recording. Students are responsible for meeting these technological requirements. If your computer has no in-built
microphone, you will need an external microphone. Students are encouraged to have access to a webcam.

Other information
For a more details on this course visit the NESA website http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au
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Photography, Video & Digital Imaging

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

This course suits a wide range of students and caters to their
needs, abilities and interests. Students explore a range of
photographic genres and techniques to help inform their own
photographic practices and development of their own
individual styles and interests.

This course builds on the knowledge and skills developed in
the Year 11 course, enabling students to further explore
historical and contemporary Photographic, Video and Digital
Imaging practices to inform their own artmaking.

Students have the opportunity to develop their camera
techniques and develop their digital darkroom skills through a
series of thematic units.

The course provides a flexible structure in which students can
prepare for further education and training and employment.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Camera Techniques
Design in the Landscape
Photo Documentary
Portraits and Manipulated Forms
Temporal Accounts

•
•
•
•

Narrative Portraiture
‘My Day’ (still life photo documentary)
‘Make it Big/Make it Small’ (photo manipulation and visual
illusions)
Photographic Competitions
Photography for Change
Time and Place
Professional Portfolio

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•
•

•
•
•

Process diary
Digital SLR camera is an advantage but not a requirement
Computer capable of running Photoshop

Process diary
Digital SLR camera is an advantage but not a requirement
Computer capable of running Photoshop

Skill development

Skill development

•

•

•

Students develop their understanding of the conventions of
Photography, camera handling skills, digital darkroom skills
and digital manipulation using Photoshop software.
Students learn to create visual narratives and develop their
own photographic styles.

•
•

Students develop their understanding of the conventions
of Photography, camera handling skills, digital darkroom
skills and digital manipulation using Photoshop software.
Students learn to create visual narratives and develop their
own photographic styles.
Students develop their own professional photographic
portfolio.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Photoshop software (free to download through Student
Portal).

Photoshop software (free to download through Student
Portal).
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Visual Arts

2 Unit

ATAR

Senior Art Kit (Optional): $80
This course suits a wide range of students according to their needs, abilities and interests. Students are offered learning opportunities
with the content structure consisting of Art Practice (artmaking, art criticism and art history), the Conceptual Framework (artist, art
world, world and audience) and the Frames (subjective, cultural, structural and post-modern). Students gain increasing autonomy to
aesthetically present ideas and understand and value how the Visual Arts is subject to different interpretations. They are given the
opportunity to explore the aesthetic and creative aspects of their world.

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Students are exposed to a variety of Artmaking practices and
techniques in preparation for the development of the Body of
Work in the Year 12 course.

This course continues to build on the content of the Year 11
course, enabling students to build on their understanding to a
greater depth and in increasingly independent ways.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

•

•
•

What is Art? Considers the many forms art can take, the broad
scope of concepts it can explore and various purposes it
serves.
The Artist. Looks at the still life theme and at fundamental
artmaking activities including drawing, painting and collage.
Case studies of a number of contemporary Australian artists.
Focussing on Artmaking practices and conceptual intentions.

•

Case study of contemporary artists. An in depth investigation
into the art practices of numerous artists.
The practical component of the course focusses entirely on
the students’ own artmaking practice in their chosen form,
and culminates on the creation of their Body of Work.

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Process diary – record of their own artmaking
Practical assessment tasks eg painting, collage, photographic
and digital media
Study Days – covering drawing and colour theory, artmaking
techniques (artist’s case studies)
Excursions

•
•
•
•

− Art Express exhibition
Web lessons

Process diary – record of their own artmaking
Body of Work – materials for this are the responsibility of the
student
Additional Study Days – Body of Work development, exam
preparation and evaluation
Excursion – Art Express exhibition
Web lessons
Students are required to attend a number of face-to-face
Body of Work interviews throughout the Year 12 course.

Skill development

Skill development

•

•

•

A range of art making techniques are developed to present
ideas and to produce a number of art works.
Essay writing and short answer skills are developed.

•

Students develop their artmaking skills by exploring a subject
matter or theme through an art form, or forms, to create a
Body of Work.
Essay, short answers and pictorial interpretation are part of
the course.

Other information

Other information

•

Students require a computer with internet access in order to
access the elearning course and a digital camera to enable
efficient, ongoing communication with their teachers throughout
the creation of their Body of Work.

•

Students require a computer with internet access in order to
access the elearning course and a digital camera.
Some examples of career opportunities include Architect, art
journalist, photographer, teacher, artist, graphic designer,
theatre designer, curator.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments

Visual Design

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
This course provides students with opportunities to explore the links between art and design by designing and making images and objects
in which aesthetic qualities and symbolic meanings are as important as function. It encourages students to explore the practices of
graphic, wearable, product and interior/exterior designers and promotes imaginative and innovative approaches to design.
The course is designed to enable students to gain increasing skills in different fields of design and to develop knowledge and
understanding through the making of works in design that lead to and demonstrate conceptual and technical accomplishment.

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

Students will have the opportunity to engage with topics that focus
on the four broad fields of:
• Graphic design
• Wearable design
• Product design
• Interior/ exterior design

Not available until 2024

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

Process diary
Art-making materials required vary based on topic and
student material choices

Skill development
•
•
•

Skill development

Students analyse and make informed judgements about
designed works in the world around them
Students develop knowledge and skills to create designed
works that are aesthetically and technically accomplished
Students develop critical and historical writing skills

Technology or other requirements
•
•

Technology or other requirements

Students require a computer with internet access in order to
access the e-learning course.
Students require access to a camera or appropriate device in
order to submit photographic evidence of created works.

Other information
•

Other information

Vocational application of skills developed in Visual Design can
be seen in industries such as: web design, advertising,
education, computer gaming, film and television production.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments
2 Unit

Visual Design (Year 12 only) 12B

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

This course provides students with opportunities to explore the links between art and design by designing and making images and objects
in which aesthetic qualities and symbolic meanings are as important as function. It encourages students to explore the practices of
graphic, wearable, product and interior/exterior designers and promotes imaginative and innovative approaches to design.
The course is designed to enable students to gain increasing skills in different fields of design and to develop knowledge and
understanding through the making of works in design that lead to and demonstrate conceptual and technical accomplishment.

Year 12 Course
Brief course outline
Not available until 2024

Practical or other requirements

Skill development

Technology or other requirements

Other information

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

English Advanced

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

The English Syllabus emphasises the following elements of
English
• literacy skills
• wide reading and viewing of different text types (including
media and digital texts)
• critical study of literature
• writing for different purposes
• speaking and listening
• critical thinking
• cultural awareness / intercultural experiences
• wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives

The English Syllabus emphasises the following elements of
English
• literacy skills
• wide reading and viewing of different text types (including
media and digital texts)
• critical study of literature
• writing for different purposes
• speaking and listening
• critical thinking
• cultural awareness / intercultural experiences
• wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

•

•
•

Common Module: Reading to write – the text
The Shoe-Horn Sonata and a range of texts from a variety of
modes and media
Module A: Narratives that Shape our World – core texts
Othello, Exposure and New Boy
Module B: Critical Study of Literature – Wilfred Owen, a
selection of poems

•
•
•

Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences – The
Crucible, Arthur Miller
Module A: Textual Conversations – King Richard III, William
Shakespeare and Looking for Richard, Al Pacino
Module B: Critical Study of Literature – Emma, Jane Austen
Module C: The Craft of Writing – At least two challenging
short prescribed texts and a selection of texts from their
own wide reading

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop their language skills through the modes
of
• reading
• writing
• speaking
• listening
• viewing
• representing

Students will develop their language skills through the modes
of
• reading
• writing
• speaking
• listening
• viewing
• representing

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

English Standard

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

The English Syllabus emphasises the following elements of
English
• literacy skills
• wide reading and viewing of different text types
• close study of texts
• writing for different purposes
• speaking and listening
• critical thinking
• cultural awareness / intercultural experiences
• a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives

The English Syllabus emphasises the following elements of
English
• literacy skills
• wide reading and viewing of different text types
• close study of texts
• writing for different purposes
• speaking and listening
• critical thinking
• cultural awareness / intercultural experiences
• a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

•

•
•

Common Module: Reading to write – the text
The Shoe-Horn Sonata and a range of other texts from a
variety of modes and media
Module A: Contemporary Possibilities – core text The
Sapphires and a range of narratives from the past and the
contemporary era
Module B: Close Study of Literature – Of Mice and Men,
John Steinbeck

•
•
•

Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences –
Rainbow’s End, Jane Harrison
Module A: Language, Identity and Culture – The Castle, Rob
Stich
Module B: Close Study of Literature – Feed, M T Anderson
Module C: The Craft of Writing – At least two challenging
short prescribed texts and a selection of texts from their
own wide reading

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop their language skills through the modes
of
• reading
• writing
• speaking
• listening
• viewing
• representing

Students will develop their language skills through the modes
of
• reading
• writing
• speaking
• listening
• viewing
• representing

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

English Studies

2 Unit

ATAR (Optional with exam)

Category B Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The English Syllabus emphasises the following elements of
English
• read, view, listen to and compose a wide range of texts
• undertake study of at least one substantial print text and at
least one substantial multi-modal text
• be involved in planning, research and presentation activities
• engage with the community
• the concepts of Country and Places, People, Culture and
Identity
• intercultural understanding
• the use of digital information
• develop a portfolio of texts they have planned, drafted,
edited and presented

The English Syllabus emphasises the following elements of
English
• read, view, listen to and compose a wide range of texts
• undertake study of at least one substantial print text and
at least one substantial multi-modal text
• be involved in planning, research and presentation
activities
• engage with the community
• the concepts of Country and Places, People, Culture and
Identity
• intercultural understanding
• the use of digital information

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

•

•
•
•

Achieving though English: English in education, work and
community
Playing the Game – English in sport
MiTunes and Text – English and the language of song
On the Road – English and the experience of travel

•
•
•
•

Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences
Rainbow’s End, Jane Harrison
Discovery and Investigation – English and the sciences
The Way We Were – English for exploring our past
We are Australian: English in citizenship, community and
cultural identity
Part of the Family – English and exploring what is meant by
“family”? (complexity and diversity).

Skill development

Skill development

Develops skills in:
• reading
• listening
• viewing
• writing
• speaking
• representing

Develops skills in:
• reading
• listening
• viewing
• writing
• speaking
• representing

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

English Extension

1 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

In the Year 11 Extension Course, students explore how
and why texts are valued in and appropriated into a
range of contexts. Students consider why some texts may
be perceived as culturally significant.

In the Year 12 English Extension Course 1, students explore ideas of value
and consider how cultural values and systems of valuation arise.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Common Module: Literary Words

•
•

Student explore the ways in which aspects and
concerns of texts from the past have been carried
forward, borrowed from and/or appropriate into more
recent culture. The module develops students’
understanding of how and why cultural values are
maintained and changed.
Students also explore, analyse, and critically evaluate
different examples of such texts in a range of contexts
and media, including texts of their choosing.
Related Project – This project provides opportunities
for students to develop skills in independent
investigation and critical and creative thinking.
Students apply their knowledge about texts studied in
this module to their own selected texts. They develop
an understanding of research methodologies suitable
to support a range of interpretive, analytical and
imaginative projects.
Students select a key text and examine and evaluate
manifestations of their selected texts in other contexts
and media, while considering how and whether the
values embedded in one text parallel, challenge or
offer alternatives to the other.
Students realise insights into their research and
personal evaluation of the texts in imaginative and
analytical responses and a multimodal presentation.

Students undertaking the Year 12 English Extension Course 1 must
complete one elective chosen from one Common Module: Literary Words.

In this module students explore, investigate, experiment with and evaluate
the ways texts represent and illuminate the complexity of individual and
collective lives in literary worlds. Students evaluate how ideas and ways of
thinking are shaped by personal, social, historical and cultural contexts. They
extend their understanding of the ways that texts contribute to their
awareness of the diversity of ideas, attitudes and perspectives evident in
texts.
Students explore, analyse and critically evaluate textual representations of the
experiences of others, including notions of identity, voice and points of view;
and how values are presented and reflected in texts. They deepen their
understanding of how texts construct private, public and imaginary worlds
that can explore new horizons and offer new insights.
Students consider how personal, social, historical and cultural context
influence how texts are valued and how context influences their responses to
these diverse literary worlds.
They appraise their own values, assumptions and dispositions as they develop
further understanding of how texts make meaning.
In their study of literary worlds students experiment with critical and creative
compositions that explore how language features and forms are crafted to
express complex ideas and emotions, motivations, attitudes, experiences and
values. These compositions may be realised in various forms, modes and
media.
Each elective in this module involves the study of three texts from the
prescribed list, with at least two being print texts. Students explore, analyse
and critically evaluate a range of other texts that construct private, public and
imaginary worlds.
Elective 4: Literary mindscapes

Skill development
Students develop a range of imaginative, interpretative
and analytical compositions, including some which
explore the relationships between key texts from the
past and texts in popular culture. These compositions
may be realised in various forms and media. Students
investigate topics and ideas, engage in independent
learning activities and develop skills in sustained
composition.

Other information
Students must be enrolled in Year 11 English Advanced
and it is advisable that students achieve a Band 5 or 6 in
Year 10.

Sydney Distance Education High School

In this elective, students explore and evaluate how literary texts can invite
responders to engage with the interior worlds of individuals and how they
perceive, think and feel about themselves and the societies in which they live.
They analyse how texts communicate notions of identity and alternative ways
of being and thinking through representations of the mind, including desires,
motivations, emotions and memories. Students consider how these diverse
textual representations enable the responder to experience insight into the
lives of other groups and individuals, and other times and places. Students
critically evaluate the values and assumptions embedded in texts and consider
their own in relation to issues reflected in texts.
They reflect on the ways in which study of the texts may influence their own
sense of identity. In their responding and composing, they explore, analyse,
experiment with and critically evaluate their prescribed texts and other
appropriate texts. They write their own imaginative compositions that
represent the interior worlds of others.
In this elective, students are required to study at least three of the prescribed
texts (including at least two extended print texts) as well as other texts of
their own choosing. At least two related texts must be studied. Texts can be
drawn from a range of times, contexts and media and should explore the
interior world of others.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Ancient History

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

A study of Ancient History is invaluable, for to be unaware of
history is to be ignorant of those forces that have shaped our
social and physical worlds.
The Year 11 course is structured to provide students with
opportunities to investigate past people, groups, events,
institutions, societies and historical sites from the sources
available including ICT, by applying the methods used by
historians and archaeologists.

Ancient History allows students to study and analyse past
societies with a detachment conferred by perspectives of at
least two millennia. It draws on a variety of disciplines and
sources such as literary works, coins, inscriptions, art,
architecture, artefacts and human remains.
Students of Ancient History are able to consider the evidence
in its entirety and compare their own interpretations with
those of published historians.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

•

•
•
•

The Nature of Ancient History
a) The treatment and display of human remains
b) The investigation of ancient sites and sources
List A case study – Thera
List B case study – Persepolis
Features of Ancient Societies
a) Rome + Art and Architecture
b) Egypt + Death and Funerary Customs

•
•
•

Part 1: Core Study: Cities of Vesuvius; Pompeii and
Herculaneum
Part 2: Ancient Societies: Sparta
Part 3: Personalities and their Times: Xerxes (Near East)
Part 4: Historical Period: Greece 500 – 440 BC

Skill development

Skill development

Students learn to

Ancient History provides an opportunity to develop general
competencies needed so that students can acquire the
effective higher order thinking skills necessary for further
education and everyday life.

•

plan and organise activities

•

use archaeological ideas and techniques

•

use technology

•

solve problems

•

communicate effectively

Sydney Distance Education High School

Students will learn to collect, analyse and organise
information and communicate ideas and information using a
variety of means including ICT.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Modern History

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Modern History will teach students about the past and will
also help them to understand the world they live in. Students
will gain knowledge about events, groups and individuals that
have shaped the twentieth century. They will investigate
issues and explore concepts using a range of primary and
secondary sources.

Year 12 Modern History allows students to develop the skills
needed to acquire effective, higher-order thinking skills that
they will need for further education, work and everyday life.
Also students will develop an appreciation for democratic
values and concern for the welfare, rights and dignity of all
people.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

•

•
•
•

The Nature of Modern History
a) The investigation of historic sites and sources
b) The Contestability of the Past
List A case study – The Decline and Fall of the Romanovs
List B case study – Decolonisation in Indochina to 1945
The Shaping of the Modern World – World War 1

•
•
•

Part 1: Core study: Power and Authority in the Modern
World 1919-1946
Part 2: National studies: Russia and the Soviet Union
1917-1941
Part 3: Change in the Modern World Civil Rights in the USA
1945-1968
Part 4: Peace and Conflict: Conflict in Indochina 1954-1979

Skill development

Skill development

Students will learn to collect, analyse and organise
information and communicate ideas and information using a
variety of means including ICT.

Students will develop the skills to undertake an historical
enquiry using sources including ICT. They will communicate
their understanding using appropriate oral and / or written
and / or multimedia forms including ICT.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

1 Unit

History Extension (Year 12 only)

ATAR

Not studied in Year 11
Note: Students interested in this course are required to apply to the Head Teacher History to discuss their eligibility,
prior to enrolment.

Year 12 Course
The History Extension course requires students to examine the way history is constructed and the role of historians. This
involves reviewing the types of history that have been produced over time and the contexts in which they were developed.
Students explore problems and issues associated with the construction of history through sampling the works of various
writers, historians and others involved in the practice of history from ancient times to the present day. Students focus on an
area of debate to consider how an historian’s context, methodology and purpose shape their interpretation of a person,
group, event or issue. Students apply their understanding and skills of historical inquiry by designing and conducting their
own historical investigation. History Extension requires students to engage with complex historiographical ideas and
methodologies and to communicate sophisticated, sustained and coherent historical arguments about the nature and
construction of history.

Brief course outline
•
•
•

Part 1: Constructing History –Key Questions
Part 2: Case Study
Part 3: History Project – proposal, essay, bibliography, annotated sources and process log.

Skill development
•
•
•
•

Enhanced development of critical and reflective thinking skills needed for effective participation in work and community life.
The ability to approach tasks flexibly
The ability to analyse and synthesise data from new situations
Plan conduct and present a substantial historical investigation involving analysis, synthesis and evaluation of information from
historical sources of differing perspectives and historical approaches.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Society & Culture

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Society and Culture involves a study of people living in
particular cultures. The Year 11 course develops a sense of
identity and the factors which influence one’s identity. It
allows you to utilise your own experiences and public
knowledge to understand the social and cultural world.

The Year 12 course develops an understanding of cultural
Continuity and Change within societies. Students study the
role of belief systems in their personal lives and in
relationship to societies, cultures and environments through
time. The nature of social exclusion and inclusion in societies
and cultures are focussed on.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

The Social and Cultural World

•

Social and Cultural Continuity and Change.

•

Personal and Social Identity

•

•

Inter-cultural Communication

In-depth studies – Belief systems and Ideologies and Social
Inclusion and Exclusion

•

Personal Interest Project

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Research

Personal Interest Project

Skill development

Skill development

•

Communication

•

Communication

•

Research

•

Research

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Computing Technologies

Computing Technologies

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Languages
Studied through NSW School of Languages

Language courses available
When a student selects a language course the student needs to be enrolled with NSW School of Languages
(NSL). NSL is a distance education school specialising in languages. An enrolment application for NSL will be
emailed to you. This must be completed in full and returned with total payment to SDEHS by an online
payment via our website. The contribution for Years 11 and 12 is $230 (covers both years) and for Year 12
only is $115. When the completed form is received with total payment it will be forwarded to NSL. Final
approval from NSL may take 2–3 weeks from the time the completed form is received at NSL. Our school
may share enrolment information with NSL to support student learning. It is important to understand that all
communication relating to language courses must be with the student’s teacher at NSL.
Please refer to NSW School of Languages website http://www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au/ for an up
to date list of courses available.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Mathematics Standard courses
Year 11 Mathematics
Standard course
ATAR

Year 12 Mathematics
Standard 2 course
(with HSC examination)

Sydney Distance Education High School

Year 12 Mathematics
Standard 1 course
(with HSC examination)
(Category B course)
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Year 12 Mathematics
Standard 1 course
(NO HSC examination)
(Category B course)

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Mathematics Standard

2 Unit

(with Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2 Course)

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Standard 2 Course

The Mathematics Standard course is focused on enabling
students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically
to make informed decisions in their daily lives. It provides
students with the opportunities to develop an understanding of,
and competence in, further aspects of mathematics through a
large variety of real-world applications for a range of concurrent
Stage 6 subjects.

The Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2 course provides a strong
foundation for a broad range of vocational pathways, as well as
for a range of university courses.

The outcomes and content in the Stage 6 Mathematics Standard
syllabus are written with the assumption that students studying
this course will have engaged with a minimum of all substrands
of the 5.2 course (this includes all the 5.1 outcomes).
The Year 11 course is organised in topics. The Year 11 course is
undertaken by all students intending to study either the
Mathematics Standard 1 Year 12 course or the Mathematics
Standard 2 Year 12 course.

The Mathematics Standard 2 course is designed for those
students who want to extend their mathematical skills beyond
Stage 5 but are not seeking the in-depth knowledge of higher
order mathematics that the study of calculus would provide.
This course offers students the opportunity to prepare for a
wide range of educational and employment aspirations,
including continuing their studies at a tertiary level.
This course is not adequate preparation for further study of
Mathematics at Tertiary level.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

NESA Developed course
• Algebra
• Measurement
• Financial Mathematics
• Statistical Analysis

NESA Developed course
• Algebra
• Measurement
• Financial Mathematics
• Statistical Analysis
• Networks

Skill development
Students develop the ability to:
• apply reasoning, and the use of appropriate language, in the evaluation and construction of arguments and the interpretation
and use of models based on mathematical concepts
• use concepts and apply techniques to the solution of problems in algebra and modelling, measurement, financial mathematics,
data and statistics, probability and networks
• use mathematical skills and techniques, aided by appropriate technology, to organise information and interpret practical
situations
• interpret and communicate mathematics in a variety of written and verbal forms, including diagrams and graphs

Technology or other requirement
Mathematics provides opportunities for students to develop their information and communication technology (ICT) capability.
Students can use their ICT capability to perform calculations; draw graphs; collect, manage, analyse and interpret data; share and
exchange information and ideas; and investigate and model concepts and relationships. Access to digital technologies, such as
calculators, spreadsheets, dynamic geometry software, graphing software and computer algebra software, are necessary to
promote understanding of key concepts.

Other information

Other information

Completion of the Year 11 Mathematics Standard course will:
• allow progress to the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2 or
the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 course
• provide a strong foundation for vocational pathways, either
in the workforce or in further training.

Completion of the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2 course will
allow students the opportunity to prepare for educational and
vocational aspirations including continuation to tertiary studies.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Students studying Mathematics Standard 2 course will sit an
HSC examination.

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Mathematics Standard

2 Unit

ATAR (Optional with exam)
(with Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 Course)
Year 11 Course

Year 12 Standard 1 Course
Category B Course

ATAR: Yes (only if sit HSC Standard 1 exam)

ATAR: Yes (only if sit HSC Standard 1 exam)

The Mathematics Standard course is focused on enabling
students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently and
critically to make informed decisions in their daily lives. It
provides students with the opportunities to develop an
understanding of, and competence in, further aspects of
mathematics through a large variety of real-world applications
for a range of concurrent Stage 6 subjects.
The outcomes and content in the Stage 6 Mathematics
Standard syllabus are written with the assumption that
students studying this course will have engaged with a
minimum of all substrands of the 5.2 course (this includes all
the 5.1 outcomes).

The Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 course is designed to
help students improve their numeracy by building their
confidence and success in making mathematics meaningful.
This course offers students the opportunity to prepare for
post-school options of employment or further training.
This course is not adequate preparation for further study of
Mathematics at Tertiary level.

The Year 11 course is organised in topics. The Year 11 course
is undertaken by all students intending to study either the
Mathematics Standard 1 Year 12 course or the Mathematics
Standard 2 Year 12 course.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

NESA Developed course
• Algebra
• Measurement
• Financial Mathematics
• Statistical Analysis

NESA Developed course
• Algebra
• Measurement
• Financial Mathematics
• Statistical Analysis
• Networks

Skill development
Students develop the ability to:
• apply reasoning, and the use of appropriate language, in the evaluation and construction of arguments and the interpretation
and use of models based on mathematical concepts
• use concepts and apply techniques to the solution of problems in algebra and modelling, measurement, financial mathematics,
data and statistics, probability and networks
• use mathematical skills and techniques, aided by appropriate technology, to organise information and interpret practical
situations
• interpret and communicate mathematics in a variety of written and verbal forms, including diagrams and graphs

Technology or other requirement
Mathematics provides opportunities for students to develop their information and communication technology (ICT) capability.
Students can use their ICT capability to perform calculations; draw graphs; collect, manage, analyse and interpret data; share and
exchange information and ideas; and investigate and model concepts and relationships. Access to digital technologies, such as
calculators, spreadsheets, dynamic geometry software, graphing software and computer algebra software, are necessary to
promote understanding of key concepts.

Other information

Other information

Completion of the Year 11 Mathematics Standard course will
allow:
• allow progress to the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 2 or
the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 course
• provide a strong foundation for vocational pathways, either
in the workforce or in further training.

Completion of the Year 12 Mathematics Standard 1 course
will allow students the opportunity to prepare for
educational and vocational aspirations including continuation
to tertiary studies.

Sydney Distance Education High School
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Students studying Mathematics Standard 1 course will have
the option to sit the HSC examination.

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Mathematics Advanced

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Year 11 Mathematics Advanced course is focused on
enabling students to appreciate that mathematics is a unique
and powerful way of viewing the world to investigate order,
relation, pattern, uncertainty and generality. The course
provides students with the opportunity to develop ways of
thinking in which problems are explored through observation,
reflection and reasoning.

The Year 12 Mathematics Advanced course continues to offer
opportunities for students to think mathematically. The
course encourages students to learn with the use of
appropriate technology and make appropriate choices when
selecting technologies as a support for mathematical activity.

The outcomes and content in the Stage 6 Mathematics
Advanced syllabus are written with the assumption that
students studying this course will have engaged with all
substrands of the 5.2 course (this includes all the 5.1
outcomes) and preferably some of the substrands of the 5.3
course.

The skills and understanding gained through completion of
the Year 11 Mathematics Advanced course are essential for
successful study in the Year 12 Mathematics Advanced
course.
This course is intended to give these students an
understanding of and competence in some further aspects of
mathematics which are applicable to the real world.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

NESA Developed course
• Functions
• Trigonometric Functions
• Calculus
• Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
• Statistical Analysis

NESA Developed course
• Functions
• Trigonometric Functions
• Calculus
• Statistical Analysis
• Financial Mathematics

Skill development
Students:
• develop knowledge, understanding and skills about efficient strategies for pattern recognition, generalisation and modelling
techniques
• develop the ability to use mathematical concepts and skills and apply complex techniques to the modelling and solution of
problems in algebra and functions, measurement, financial mathematics, calculus, data, statistics and probability
• develop the ability to use advanced mathematical models and techniques, aided by appropriate technology, to organise
information, investigate, model and solve problems and interpret a variety of practical situations
• develop the ability to interpret and communicate mathematics logically and concisely in a variety of forms

Technology or other requirement
Mathematics provides opportunities for students to develop their information and communication technology (ICT) capability.
Students can use their ICT capability to perform calculations; draw graphs; collect, manage, analyse and interpret data; share
and exchange information and ideas; and investigate and model concepts and relationships. Access to digital technologies,
such as calculators, spreadsheets, dynamic geometry software, graphing software and computer algebra software, are
necessary to promote understanding of key concepts.

Other information

Other information

Students must satisfactorily complete the Year 11
Mathematics Advanced course for progression into the
Year 12 Mathematics Advanced course.

The Mathematics Advanced course provides a basis for further
studies in disciplines in which mathematics and the skills that
constitute thinking mathematically have an important role. It is
designed for those students whose future pathways may
involve mathematics and its applications in a range of
disciplines at the tertiary level.
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Mathematics Extension 1

1 Unit

ATAR

Only provided when Mathematics Advanced is also studied at SDEHS

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Mathematics Extension 1 is focused on enabling students to
develop a thorough understanding of and competence in further
aspects of mathematics. The course provides opportunities to
develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use
mathematical models more extensively. Students of Mathematics
Extension 1 will be able to develop an appreciation of the
interconnected nature of mathematics, its beauty and its
functionality.
The outcomes and content in the Stage 6 Mathematics Extension 1
syllabus are written with the assumption that students studying this
course will have engaged with all substrands of Stage 5.1, Stage 5.2
and Stage 5.3, including the optional substrands of Polynomials,
Logarithms, Functions and Other Graphs and Circle Geometry.
Students studying Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course must
study both Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Extension 1 in
Year 11.

The study of Mathematics Extension 1 in Year 12
enables students to continue to extend their
knowledge and understanding of what it means to
work mathematically, develop their skills to reason
logically, generalise and make connections, and
enhance their understanding of how to communicate
in a concise and systematic manner.
Completion of the Year 11 Mathematics Extension 1
course is necessary for study in the Year 12
Mathematics Extension 1 course. This course covers
all content from the Year 12 Mathematics Advanced
course as well as the extension topics listed below.
A student who studies Year 12 Mathematics Extension
1 (= 1 unit) must also attempt the Year 12
Mathematics Advanced course (= 2 units).

Studying both these courses makes up 3 units in total. At SDEHS the
3 units of Mathematics must be studied concurrently.

Studying both these courses makes up 3 units in total.
At SDEHS the 3 units of Mathematics must be studied
concurrently.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

NESA Developed course
• All Year 12 Mathematics Advanced topics plus additional units on:
- Functions
- Trigonometry Functions
- Calculus
- Combinatorics

NESA Developed course
• All Year 12 Mathematics Advanced topics plus
additional units on:
- Proof
- Vectors
- Trigonometric Functions
- Calculus
- Statistical Analysis

Skill development

Students:
• develop efficient strategies to solve problems using pattern recognition, generalisation, proof and modelling techniques
• develop the ability to use concepts and skills and apply complex techniques to the solution of problems and modelling in the
areas of trigonometry, functions, calculus, proof, vectors and statistical analysis
• use technology effectively and apply critical thinking to recognise appropriate times for such use
develop the ability to interpret, justify and communicate mathematics in a variety of forms

Technology or other requirement
Mathematics provides opportunities for students to develop their information and communication technology (ICT)
capability. Students can use their ICT capability to perform calculations; draw graphs; collect, manage, analyse and interpret
data; share and exchange information and ideas; and investigate and model concepts and relationships. Access to digital
technologies, such as calculators, spreadsheets, dynamic geometry software, graphing software and computer algebra
software, are necessary to promote understanding of key concepts.

Other information

Other information

This course is a recommended minimum basis for further studies in
Mathematics as a major discipline at a tertiary level. Advice should
be sought from your Careers Adviser and the relevant Universities.

Mathematics Extension 1 provides a basis for
progression to further study in mathematics or related
disciplines in which mathematics has a vital role at a
tertiary level. An understanding and exploration of
Mathematics Extension 1 is also advantageous for
further studies in such areas as science, engineering,
finance and economics.
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1 Unit

Mathematics Extension 2 (Year 12 only)

ATAR

Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
Mathematics Extension 2 provides students with the opportunity to develop strong mathematical manipulative skills and a
deep understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus, as well as an appreciation of mathematics as an
activity with its own intrinsic value, involving invention, intuition and exploration. Mathematics Extension 2 extends students'
conceptual knowledge and understanding through exploration of new areas of mathematics not previously seen.
The Year 11 Mathematics Extension 1 course must be completed satisfactorily as a prerequisite to studying the Year 12
Mathematics Extension courses. Students must study the Year 12 Mathematics Extension 1 course concurrently with, or prior
to the study of the Mathematics Extension 2 course.
This additional (4th) unit of Mathematics can be studied here at SDEHS concurrently with 3 units of the Mathematics
Extension 1 course or as a stand-alone 1 unit course.

Brief course outline
NESA Developed course
• Proofs
• Vectors
• Complex Numbers
• Calculus
• Mechanics

Skill development
Development of efficient strategies, high degree of knowledge, understanding and problem solving skills to use mathematics
as an effective means of communication and justification in complex situations.

Technology or other requirement
Mathematics provides opportunities for students to develop their information and communication technology (ICT)
capability when they investigate, create and communicate mathematical ideas and concepts using fast, automated,
interactive and multimodal technologies. Students can use their ICT capability to perform calculations; draw graphs; collect,
manage, analyse and interpret data; share and exchange information and ideas; and investigate and model concepts and
relationships. Digital technologies, such as calculators, spreadsheets, dynamic geometry software, graphing software and
computer algebra software, can engage students and promote understanding of key concepts.

Other information
Mathematics Extension 2 provides a basis for a wide range of useful applications of mathematics as well as a strong
foundation for further tertiary study of this subject.
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Community & Family Studies

2 Unit

Year 11 Course

ATAR

Year 12 Course

Contemporary society is characterised by rapid social and technological change, cultural diversity, conflicting values and
competitive pressures. Developing understanding about society and living in society requires a comprehensive knowledge of
its complex nature. Consequently, Community and Family Studies is an interdisciplinary course drawing upon selected
components of family studies, sociology, developmental psychology and students’ general life experiences.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

The Year 11 course consists of three mandatory modules.

The Year 12 course consists of three mandatory core
modules and one option.

Year 11 Course Modules (100% Total)
• Resource Management (20%)
• Individuals and Groups (40%)
• Families and Communities (40%)

Year 12 Course Core Modules (75% Total)
• Research Methodology (25%)
• Groups in Context (25%)
• Parenting and Caring (25%)
Year 12 Course Option Modules (25% Total)
• Individuals and Work (25%)

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Independent research within the local community involving
primary research methods.

Independent research within the local community involving
primary research methods.

Skill development

Skill development

Research is an integral component of this subject. Students
are required to develop and utilise research skills in planning,
collecting, recording, interpreting, analysing and presenting
data.

Research is an integral component of this subject. Students
are required to develop and utilise research skills in planning,
collecting, recording, interpreting, analysing and presenting
data.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

In Community and Family Studies, students investigate life
issues. The course delivery is online. Students require a
headset with a built in microphone.

In Community and Family Studies, students investigate life
issues. The course delivery is online. Students require a
headset with a built in microphone.

Other information

Other information

The study of Community and Family Studies provides
students with knowledge, understanding and skills that form
a valuable foundation for a range of courses at university and
other tertiary institutions.

The study of Community and Family Studies provides
students with knowledge, understanding and skills that form
a valuable foundation for a range of courses at university and
other tertiary institutions.
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This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments

Driver Education

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Driver Education course is designed to assist students with the development of their knowledge and understanding
about being a responsible road user, passenger, pedestrian, cyclist and future driver. The focus of this course is placed on
assisting students to make informed decisions as road users.
The Driver Education course is a non-ATAR course. There is no HSC examination for this course.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

By completing this course, students will:
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the road laws
applicable to all road users
• Develop an awareness of the factors that contribute to
road accidents and their impact on road safety
• Develop driver awareness of the strategies applied that
promote safe use of our roads.
• Learn to identify and modify behaviours that may
contribute to unsafe driving/riding.
• Access support services and education to become safer
drivers.

Not available until 2024

Topics might include:
• Road Safety Literacy
• Support Group Awareness
• Behaviours and Attitudes
• Road Safety and the Law Consumer Awareness
• Speed Kills
• Car Maintenance
• Planning a road trip
• Motorcycle safety
• Crash analysis

Skill development

Skill development

•

Support young drivers/riders to move towards obtaining
their driver/ rider license.

•

Provide young drivers/riders with the knowledge and
understanding of strategies needed to become a safe
driver/rider.

•

Provide the young driver/rider with the capacity to
make good decisions around road use, promote road
safety and identify potential hazards to make
appropriate and safe choices.

•

Learn about the process involved with budgeting,
insurances, registration and the maintaining a car.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

This is an online course only and internet access is required.
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This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments
2 Unit

Driver Education (Year 12 only) 12B

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
The Driver Education course is designed to assist students with the development of their knowledge and understanding about
being a responsible road user, passenger, pedestrian, cyclist and future driver. The focus of this course is placed on assisting
students to make informed decisions as road users.
The Driver Education course is a non-ATAR course. There is no HSC examination for this course.

Brief course outline
Not available until 2024

Skill development

Technology or other requirement
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Exploring Early Childhood

1 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Exploring Early Childhood course is only available for 1 year as a 1 unit course.
A student can complete this course either in Year 11 or Year 12.
The Exploring Early Childhood course aims to give students an overview of development and related issues within an early
childhood context.
It provides the opportunity to consider a range of issues in relation to the individual student, their family and the community.
As well as reflecting on the personal relevance of childhood issues, students are encouraged to consider the implications for
future interactions with children, be these as a parent, friend, carer or educator.

Brief course outline
The 1 Unit Year 11 or Year 12 EEC course involves 60 hours of study. Modules to be studied are
Core Strands
Core A: Pregnancy and Childbirth
Core B: Child Growth and Development
Core C: Promoting Positive Behaviour
Option
Play and the Developing Child
Note: the pattern of study may vary according to the individual needs of the student.

Practical or other requirements
As this course has a practical as well as a theoretical base, it is considered important and highly desirable that students have
the opportunity to interact with young children on a regular basis.

Skill development
Students will develop
• skills in communication and interaction
• skills in research and analysis
• skills in decision making and evaluation

Technology or other requirement
Research techniques using computer technology. As there is not textbook issued, it is highly recommended that students have
access to the internet for research purposes.

Other information
Exploring Early Childhood is valuable for any student who is involved in child care, or who is interested in employment
associated with child care welfare.
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PDHPE

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

PDHPE is an area of study that provides for the intellectual, social, emotional, physical and spiritual development of students.
It involves learning about and practising ways of maintaining active, healthy lifestyles and improving their health status. It is
also concerned with understanding that leads to enhanced movement potential and appreciation of movement.
The course focuses on the health of individuals and communities and the factors that influence movement skill and physical
activity levels. There is a focus on a social view of health where the principles of diversity, social justice and supportive
environments are fundamental aspects of health. The examination of individual, family and community values and beliefs
and the sociocultural and physical environments provides an explanation for health status and sustainable solutions for
better health.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

Core Strands (60% Total)
• Better Health for Individuals (30%)
• The Body in Motion (30%)

Core Strands (60% Total)
• Health Priorities in Australia (30%)
• Factors Affecting Performance (30%)

Options (40% Total)
• First Aid (20%)
• Fitness Choices (20%)

Options (40% Total) Two of the following
• Improving Performance
• Sports Medicine

Practical or other requirements
This course is largely theoretical. Students will be required to access online learning for some tasks. The practical component
of the course is minimal.

Skill development
Students will use critical inquiry. This involves understanding that health and movement is dynamic. Students will question
current understanding, examine issues and evaluate beliefs and opinions over time.
Students will develop skills in critical thinking, research, analysis and communicating

Technology or other requirement
Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate information technologies. Students will need a headset
with a built in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Other information
PDHPE provides a direct link with study and vocational pathways in the areas of recreation, paramedical, movement, fitness
and health sciences.
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Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation makes a positive contribution to the
total wellbeing of students. Students develop knowledge and
understanding of the value of activity, increased levels of movement
skill, competence in a wide variety of sport and recreation contexts
and skills in planning to be active. These and other aspects of the
course enable students to adopt and maintain an active lifestyle.

Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation makes a positive contribution to the
total wellbeing of students. Students develop knowledge and
understanding of the value of activity, increased levels of
movement skill, competence in a wide variety of sport and
recreation contexts and skills in planning to be active. These and
other aspects of the course enable students to adopt and maintain
an active lifestyle.

The 2 Unit Year 11 SLR course involves 120 hours of study and/or
practical application. Each module involves approximately 20 hours
of study and/or practical application.

The 2 Unit Year 12 SLR course involves 120 hours of study and/or
practical application. Each module involves approximately 20 hours
of study and/or practical application.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

The modules in the Year 11 Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation course
are
• Healthy lifestyle
• Aquatics
• Sports coaching and training
• First aid and sports injuries
• Athletics
• Individual games and sports application 1

The modules in the Year 12 Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation course
are
• Outdoor recreation
• Individual games and sports application 1
• Fitness
• Resistance training
• Sports administration
• Individual games and sports application 2

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

The course features a strong focus on the study of the physical
elements.

The course features a strong focus on the study of the physical
elements.

Skill development

Skill development

This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist
students in developing
• the qualities of a discerning consumer and an intelligent critic
of physical activity and sport
• high levels of knowledge in particular sports
• the capacity to adopt administrative roles in community sport
and recreation
• the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness
leader.

This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist
students in developing
• the qualities of a discerning consumer and an intelligent critic
of physical activity and sport
• high levels of knowledge in particular sports
• the capacity to adopt administrative roles in community sport
and recreation
• the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness
leader.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate
information technologies. Students will need a headset with a built
in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate
information technologies. Students will need a headset with a built
in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Other information

Other information

The areas of sports science, physical education and human
movement present viable post-school study and career pathways.

The areas of sports science, physical education and human
movement present viable post-school study and career pathways.
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2 Unit

Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation (Year 12 only)

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation makes a positive contribution to the total wellbeing of students. They develop knowledge and
understanding of the value of activity, increased levels of movement skill, competence in a wide variety of sport and recreation contexts
and skills in planning to be active. These and other aspects of the course enable students to adopt and maintain an active lifestyle.
The 2 Unit Year 12 SLR course involves 120 hours of study and/or practical application. Each module involves approximately 20 hours of
study and/or practical application.

Brief course outline
The modules in the Year 12 Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation course are
• Outdoor recreation
• Individual games and sports application 1
• Fitness
• Resistance training
• Sports administration
• Individual games and sports application 2

Practical or other requirements
The course features a strong focus on the study of the physical elements.

Skill development
This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist students in developing
• the qualities of a discerning consumer and an intelligent critic of physical activity and sport
• high levels of knowledge in particular sports
• the capacity to adopt administrative roles in community sport and recreation
• the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness leader

Technology or other requirement
Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate information technologies. Students will need a headset
with a built in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Other information
The areas of sports science, physical education and human movement present viable post-school study and career pathways.
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Sport, Lifestyle & Recreation (Years 11 & 12)

1 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation makes a positive contribution to the
total wellbeing of students. They develop knowledge and
understanding of the value of activity, increased levels of movement
skill, competence in a wide variety of sport and recreation contexts
and skills in planning to be active. These and other aspects of the
course enable students to adopt and maintain an active lifestyle.

Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation makes a positive contribution to the
total wellbeing of students. They develop knowledge and
understanding of the value of activity, increased levels of
movement skill, competence in a wide variety of sport and
recreation contexts and skills in planning to be active. These and
other aspects of the course enable students to adopt and maintain
an active lifestyle.

The 1 Unit Year 11 SLR course involves 60 hours of study and/or
practical application. Each module involves approximately 20 hours
of study and/or practical application.

The 1 Unit Year 12 SLR course involves 60 hours of study and/or
practical application. Each module involves approximately 20 hours
of study and/or practical application.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

The modules in the Year 11 Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 1 Unit
course are
• Healthy lifestyle
• Sports coaching and training
• Individual games and sports application

The modules in the Year 12 Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 1 Unit
course are
• Aquatics
• Outdoor recreation
• Fitness

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

The course features a strong focus on the study of the physical
elements.

The course features a strong focus on the study of the physical
elements.

Skill development

Skill development

This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist
students in developing
• the qualities of a discerning consumer and an intelligent critic
of physical activity and sport
• high levels of knowledge in particular sports
• the capacity to adopt administrative roles in community sport
and recreation
• the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness
leader

This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist
students in developing
• the qualities of a discerning consumer and an intelligent critic
of physical activity and sport
• high levels of knowledge in particular sports
• the capacity to adopt administrative roles in community sport
and recreation
• the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness
leader

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate
information technologies. Students will need a headset with a built
in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate
information technologies. Students will need a headset with a built
in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Other information

Other information

The areas of sports science, physical education and human
movement present viable post-school study and career pathways.

The areas of sports science, physical education and human
movement present viable post-school study and career pathways.
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1 Unit

Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (Year 12 only)

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation makes a positive contribution to the total wellbeing of students. They develop knowledge and
understanding of the value of activity, increased levels of movement skill, competence in a wide variety of sport and recreation contexts
and skills in planning to be active. These and other aspects of the course enable students to adopt and maintain an active lifestyle.
The 1 Unit Year 12 SLR course involves 60 hours of study and/or practical application. Each module involves approximately 20 hours of
study and/or practical application.

Brief course outline
The modules in the Year 12 Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation 1 Unit course are

•

Aquatics

•

Outdoor recreation

•

Fitness

Practical or other requirements
The course features a strong focus on the study of the physical elements.

Skill development
This course caters for a wide range of student needs. It can assist students in developing

•
•
•
•

the qualities of a discerning consumer and an intelligent critic of physical activity and sport
high levels of knowledge in particular sports
the capacity to adopt administrative roles in community sport and recreation
the skills of coach, trainer, first aid officer, referee and fitness leader

Technology or other requirement
Research and investigation in this course involves using appropriate information technologies. Students will need a headset
with a built in microphone and the capacity to access elearning.

Other information
The areas of sports science, physical education and human movement present viable post-school study and career pathways.
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Life Ready (Mandatory)

Non ATAR

Year 11 Course
The Life Ready Course is a 25 hour mandatory course in Personal Development and Health Education, for all students in
government schools. The course must be completed in Year 11.
The course reflects a focus on students confidently and successfully transitioning to post-school employment, participation
and independence in addition to the existing focus on preparing senior students to lead, and contribute to, healthy, safe and
meaningful lives

Brief course outline
This course is compulsory for all Year 11 course students.
The course content is divided into six relevant and contemporary learning contexts:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Independence
Mental Health and wellbeing
Relationships
Sexuality and sexual health
Drugs and alcohol
Safe travel

Practical or other requirements
This is a theoretically based course.

Skill development
Students will develop skills in
• Decision-making, problem-solving and critical thinking skills
• Communicating and interpersonal skills
• Coping, transition and self-management skills

Technology or other requirement
The course delivery is online. Students are required to have a headset with a built in microphone.
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Biology

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Biology provides students with a contemporary and coherent understanding of the concepts explaining the functioning, origins
and evolution of living things. It explores the levels of organisation of life, from the molecular level through cellular to higher
levels of organisational structure and function. It includes developing an understanding of the interactions within and between
organisms and between organisms and their environment.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Cells as the basis of life

•

Heredity

•

Organisation of Living Things

•

Genetic change

•

Biological Diversity

•

Infectious disease

•

Ecosystem Dynamics

•

Non-infectious disease and disorders

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Important features in studying Biology are the practical
activities, practical study days, excursions and online revision
materials. Practical work is an essential component of learning
Biology.

Important features in studying Biology are the practical
activities, practical study days, excursions and online revision
materials. Practical work is an essential component of
learning Biology.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop further skills in planning and conducting
investigations, communicating information and
understanding, scientific thinking and problem-solving and
working individually and in teams.

Students will develop further skills in planning and
conducting investigations, communicating information and
understanding, scientific thinking and problem-solving and
working individually and in teams.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Internet access and use of DoE email account is expected.

Internet access and use of DoE email account is expected.

Other information
The Biology course is designed for those students who have at
least a sound achievement level in the Year 10 Science
(Grade C or above).
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Chemistry

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Chemistry provides students with a contemporary and coherent understanding of matter and its interactions. It focuses on
investigating the physical and chemical properties of substances, chemical reactions and processes, interaction of energy and
matter, and attempts to explain and predict events at the atomic and molecular level.
The study of chemistry includes natural and synthetic substances, their structures, changes and environmental importance.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Properties and structure of matter
Introduction to quantitative chemistry
Reactive chemistry
Drivers of reactions

Equilibrium and acid reactions
Acid/base reactions
Organic chemistry
Applying chemical ideas

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Important features in studying Chemistry are the practical
activities, practical study days, excursions and online revision
materials. Practical work is an essential component of learning
Chemistry.

Important features in studying Chemistry are the practical
activities, practical study days and online revision materials.
Practical work is an essential component of learning
Chemistry.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop further skills in planning and conducting
investigations, communicating information and
understanding, scientific thinking and problem-solving and
working individually and in teams.

Students will develop further skills in planning and
conducting investigations, communicating information and
understanding, scientific thinking and problem-solving and
working individually and in teams.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Internet access and use of DoE email account is required.

Internet access and use of DoE email account is required.

Other information
The Chemistry Stage 6 course is designed for those students
who have at least a substantial or high achievement level in
the Year 10 Science (Grade B or above).
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Earth & Environmental Science

2 Unit

Year 11 Course

ATAR

Year 12 Course

Earth and Environmental Science is the study of the Earth and its processes. The course aims to provide an understanding of
systems and processes in both aquatic and terrestrial environments. It explores changes that have occurred during Earth’s
history, including changes in the lithosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere, and the evolution of organisms since
the origin of life on Earth. The course also considers the influence that humans have had on the environment.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•

Earth’s resources

•
•

Earth’s processes

Plate tectonics

•

Energy transformations

•

Climate science

•

Human impacts

•

Resource management

Hazards

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Important features in studying Earth and environmental
science are the practical activities, practical study days,
excursions and online materials. Practical work is an essential
component of learning this subject.

Important features in studying Earth and environmental
science are the practical activities, practical study days,
excursions and online materials. Practical work is an essential
component of learning this subject.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop further skills in planning and conducting
investigations, communicating information and
understanding, scientific thinking and problem-solving and
working individually and in teams.

Students will develop further skills in planning and
conducting investigations, communicating information and
understanding, scientific thinking and problem-solving and
working individually and in teams.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Internet access and use of DoE account is expected. The
course is delivered online unless alternative arrangements are
made.

Internet access and use of DoE account is expected. The
course is delivered online unless alternative arrangements
are made.
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Physics

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Physics provides students with a contemporary and coherent understanding of energy, matter and their interrelationships. It
focuses on investigating natural phenomena and then applying patterns, models (including mathematical ones), principles,
theories and laws to explain the physical behaviour of the universe. It uses an understanding of principles and theories to
make predictions about a range of phenomena from sub-atomic particles to the entire universe. This course requires the
student to engage in abstract, critical and higher order thinking.
The course develops a greater understanding of Physics as a foundation for undertaking post-school studies in a wide range
of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Kinematics

•

Advanced mechanics

•

Dynamics

•

Electromagnetism

•

Waves and Thermodynamics

•

The nature of light

•

Electricity and Magnetism

•

From the universe to the atom

Course period: The Year 11 course outline is designed to be
completed in the first three terms.

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Important features in studying Physics are the practical
activities, practical study days and online revision materials.
Skill in manipulating algebraic equations is essential

Important features in studying Physics are the practical
activities, practical study days and online revision materials.
Students require skills in manipulating algebraic equations.

𝑑𝑑

eg make t the subject in the following equation v = .
𝑡𝑡

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop further skills in planning and
conducting investigations; communicating information and
understanding; scientific thinking and problem solving; and
working individually and in teams.

The problem-solving nature of Physics further develops
students “Working Scientifically” skills, which promotes an
understanding of the connectedness of seemingly dissimilar
phenomenon.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Internet access and use of DoE email account is required.

Internet access and use of DoE email account is required.

Other information

Other information

The Physics course is designed for those students who have a
substantial or high achievement level in Year 10 Science
(Grade B or above) and sound achievement level in
Mathematics 5.2 or 5.3 (Grade C and above).
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments

Marine Studies

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Marine Studies provide an opportunity for the future custodians of this environment to study it and appreciate its value.
The aim of Marine Studies Stage 6 is to develop in each student a capacity to think about key issues that relate to the marine
environment and to use and also protect resources from the marine environment. Students will also develop skills that will
allow them to participate safely in a wide range of practical experiences.
The Marine Studies course is a non ATAR course. It is designed for students with a basic level of achievement or above in Year
10 Science (Grade D or above).

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Marine Safety and First Aid

•

Coral reef ecology

•

The Marine Environment

•

Marine archaeology

•

Life in the Sea

•

Sea birds of our coast

•

Humans in Water

•

Marine aquarium

•

Marine and Maritime Employment

•

Aquaculture

•

Dangerous Marine Creatures

•

Oceanography

•

Seafood Handling and Processing

•

Anatomy and Physiology of Marine Organisms

Skill development

Skill development

Develop skills in:

Develop skills in:

•

Collecting, analysing and organising information

•

Collecting, analysing and organising information

•

Communicating ideas and information

•

Communicating ideas and information

•

Planning and organising activities

•

Planning and organising activities

•

Working with others and in teams

•

Working with others and in teams

•

Using technology

•

Using technology

•

Solving problems

•

Solving problems

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•

•

Internet access is required for research and to use DoE
email communication.
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Internet access is required for research and to use DoE email
communication.

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments
2 Unit

Marine Studies (Year 12 only)

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
Marine Studies provide an opportunity for the future custodians of this environment to study it and appreciate its value.
The aim of Marine Studies Stage 6 is to develop in each student a capacity to think about key issues that relate to the marine
environment and to use and also protect resources from the marine environment. Students will also develop skills that will
allow them to participate safely in a wide range of practical experiences.
The Marine Studies course is a non ATAR course. It is designed for students with a basic level of achievement or above in Year
10 Science (Grade D or above).

Brief course outline
Core

•

Marine safety & first aid

•

The marine environment

•

Life in the sea

•

Humans in water

•

Marine and maritime employment

Modules

•

Dangerous Marine Creatures

•

Oceanography

•

Anatomy and Physiology of Marine Organism

•

Sea Birds of Our Coast

•

Seafood Handling and Processing

•

Coral Reef Ecology

Skill development
Develop skills in:

•

Collecting, analysing and organising information

•

Communicating ideas and information

•

Planning and organising activities

•

Working with others and in teams

•

Using technology

•

Solving problems

Technology or other requirement
•

Internet access is required for research and to use DoE email communication.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Business Studies

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Business Studies is distinctive in that it encompasses the
theoretical and practical aspects of business in contexts which
students will encounter throughout their lives.

Business Studies fosters intellectual, social and moral
development by assisting students to think critically about
the role of business and its ethical responsibilities to society.
In addition, a significant feature of Business Studies is its
relevance to the full range of Year 12 students, as it provides
useful knowledge and competencies for life.

Conceptually, it offers learning from the planning of a small
business to the management of operations, marketing,
finance and human resources in large businesses. Through the
analysis of contemporary business strategies the course also
provides rigour and depth and lays an excellent foundation for
students either in tertiary study or in future employment.

By completing this course students will develop general and
specific skills, including research, analysis, problem-solving,
decision-making, critical thinking and communication. These
skills enhance their confidence and ability to participate
effectively, not only as members of the business world, but
also as citizens dealing with issues emanating from business
activity.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Nature of Business

•

Operations

•

Business Planning

•

Marketing

•

Business Management

•

Finance

•

Human Resources

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•

Business Plan – Research Task

•

Research: Case Study

•

Writing Responses in Business Studies

•

Business Report Writing

•

Finance and keeping records

Skill development

Skill development

•

Problem Solving

•

Problem Solving

•

Decision Making

•

Decision Making

•

Critical Thinking

•

Critical Thinking

•

Communication

•

Communication

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Computing Technologies

Computing Technologies
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Economics

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Economics in Year 11 is manly microeconomic in nature
focussing on aspects of the economic behaviour of
consumers, business and government. Much of this behaviour
is influenced by the operation of markets.

The Year 12 course builds on the fundamental concepts
acquired in the Year 11 course and emphasises the global
economy and the impact of the globalisation process on
individual economies with particular reference to Australia.

The focus of the course is on practical problems and issues. It
provides both a theoretical and practical foundation for
students to make informed judgement on economic issues
and problems.

The focus of the course is on examining problems and issues
that relate to the Australian economy and the process of
globalisation.

Students need to be aware of economic current issues.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Introduction to Economics

•

The Global Economy

•

Consumers and Business

•

Australia’s Place in the Global Economy

•

Markets

•

Economic Issues

•

Labour Markets

•

Economic Policies and Management

•

Financial Markets

•

Government and the Economy

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

Media analysis

Media analysis

Research

•
•

•

Problem Solving

•

Problem Solving

Research

Skill development

Skill development

•

Analysis

•

Analysis

•

Decision Making

•

Decision Making

•

Problem Solving

•

Problem Solving

•

Critical Thinking

•

Critical Thinking

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Computing Technologies

Computing Technologies
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Financial Management

2 Unit

Non ATAR

School Developed Board Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Financial Management course is designed to assist
students in thinking critically and practically about key issues
relating to financial management through financial
knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviours necessary to make
sound financial decisions based on personal circumstances.

The Financial Management course is designed to assist
students in thinking critically and practically about key issues
relating to financial management through financial
knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviours necessary to make
sound financial decisions based on personal circumstances.

No Work Experience required

No Work Experience required
No HSC examination

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Money and You

•

Financial Goals

•

Car Ownership

•

Develop and use a personal budget

•

Credit and Debt 1

•

Develop and use a savings plan

•

Online Financial Transactions

•

Credit and Debt 2

•

Mobile Phones

•

Moving Out of Home

•

Online Financial Transactions

•

First Job

•

You be the Boss

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

Using technology

Exploring Consumer Choices

Communication techniques

•
•

•

Developing financial strategies

•

Understanding taxation

•

Understanding superannuation

Understanding financial protection

Skill development

Skill development

•

Research skills

•

Research skills

•

Word processing skills

•

Word processing skills

•

Interview skills

•

Interview skills

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•
•

•
•

Access to the internet for financial research
Access to word processing software to produce financial
documents
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Access to the internet for financial research
Access to word processing software to produce financial

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

2 Unit

Financial Management (Year 12 only) 12B

Non ATAR

School Developed Board Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12B Course
The Financial Management course is designed to assist students in thinking critically and practically about key issues relating
to financial management through financial knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviours necessary to make sound financial
decisions based on personal circumstances.
No Work Experience required

Brief course outline
•

Money and You

•

Car Ownership

•

Credit and Debt 1

•

Online Financial Transactions

•

Mobile Phones

•

First Job

•

Moving Out of Home

•

Interest to Income Dollar Boss

Practical or other requirements
•
•

Using technology

•

Developing a financial strategy

Communication techniques

Skill development
•

Research skills

•

Word processing skills

•

Interview skills

Technology or other requirement
•
•

Access to the internet for financial research
Access to word processing software to produce financial
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Geography

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Geography is the discipline where students develop the
ability to recognise and understand environmental change
and the interactions that take place in their world.
Geography focuses on the spatial and ecological dimensions
in the physical and human environments. Geography
considers how humans interact with the environment and
the importance of effective management strategies for a
sustainable future.

Geography explores the location of different environments.
It examines linkages flows and patterns. Perceptions of the
environment are also influenced by personal experience and
information gained from the media and other information
technology.
Perceptions influence the way people interact with their
surroundings. It affects our use of resources in
environmental management and our attitude towards
sustainability.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•

Senior Geography Project

•
•

Ecosystems at Risk

Global Challenges

•

Biophysical Interactions

•

People and Economic Activity

•

Case Studies

•

Case Studies

•

Skills

•

Skills

Urban Places

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•
•

•
•
•

Research and Fieldwork
Ethical Decision Making
Vocational Relevance

Research and Fieldwork
Ethical Decision Making
Vocational Relevance

Skill development

Skill development

•

Differentiation

•

Differentiation

•

Investigation

•

Investigation

•

Communication

•

Communication

•

Evaluation

•

Justification

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•
•

•
•

Computing technologies
Geographic Information System (GIS)
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Computing technologies
Geographic Information System (GIS)

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Legal Studies

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Legal Studies focuses on the way in which law is generated,
how it is structured and how it operates in Australian and
international contexts. A critical understanding of the
processes of reform and change will help students to
contribute to making our society more equitable for all.

In Legal Studies, students question and evaluate the legal and
democratic institutional structures within the domestic and
international environment. For each focus area,
contemporary examples are used by students to investigate
the effectiveness of the legal system.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•

The Legal System

Crime

The Individual and the law

•
•

•

Law in practice

•

Consumers

•

Family

Human Rights

�
�

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•

Research

•

Research

•

Analysis and Evaluation

•

Analysis and Evaluation

Skill development

Skill development

•

Communication

•

Communication

•

Research

•

Research

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•

Computing Technologies

•

Computing Technologies

•

Internet access

•

Internet access
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Studies of Religion

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Year 11 course introduces students to the concepts of
studies of religion. It provides an understanding of the nature
of religion and the expression of religious thought and
practice throughout the world.

Students develop an objective and comprehensive view of
religious expressions and traditions that link directly with the
life of adherents. They explore how religious traditions
provide answers to the question of human existence.

Students have the opportunity to observe religious traditions
objectively and to research contemporary religious issues.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Nature of Religion and Beliefs including Australian
Aboriginal beliefs and spirituality

•

Religion and belief systems in Australia post-1945 including
Aboriginal beliefs and spirituality

•

Religious Tradition Depth Studies

•

−
−

Religion and Non-Religion with a focus on human search
for meaning in life for the individual and society

•

Religious Tradition Depth Studies
− Islam
− Christianity

Islam
Christianity

All students study these TWO traditions.

−
−
−

All students study these TWO traditions.

Buddhism
Hinduism
Judaism

Students select ONE of these for their third depth study.

−
−
−

Students select three Depth Studies.

Students select ONE of these for their third depth study.

•

Religions of Ancient Origins

•

Religions in Australia pre-1945

Depth Studies must be those studied in the Year 11
Course.

•

Buddhism
Hinduism
Judaism

Religion and Peace with a focus on the response of two
religious traditions to the issue of peace. SDEHS studies
Islam and Christianity.

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Research

Research

Skill development

Skill development

•

Critical Thinking

•

Communication

•
•

Critical Thinking
Communication

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Computing Technologies

Computing technologies
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Studies of Religion

1 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Year 11 course introduces students to the concepts of
studies of religion. It provides an understanding of the nature
of religion and the expression of religious thought and
practice throughout the world.

Students develop an objective and comprehensive view of
religious expressions and traditions that link directly with the
life of adherents. They explore how religious traditions
provide answers to the question of human existence.

Students have the opportunity to observe religious traditions
objectively and to research contemporary religious issues.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Nature of Religion and Beliefs including Australian
Aboriginal beliefs and spirituality.

•

Religion and belief systems in Australia post-1945 including
Aboriginal beliefs and spirituality

•

Religious Tradition Depth Study

•

Religious Tradition Depth Study

−
−

−
−

Islam
Christianity

Islam
Christianity

All students study these TWO traditions.

All students study these TWO traditions.

−
−
−

−
−
−

Buddhism
Hinduism
Judaism

Buddhism
Hinduism
Judaism

These traditions may be considered as alternative to Islam
and Christianity.

These traditions may be considered as alternative to Islam
and Christianity.

Depth Studies must be those studied in Year 11 course.

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Research

Research

Skill development

Skill development

•
•

•
•

Critical Thinking
Communication

Critical Thinking
Communication

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Computing Technologies

Computing technologies
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Agriculture

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The study of Agriculture combines applied biology, earth
sciences and economics, relating to food and fibre
production. This course assumes a basic understanding of
Science at the ROSA level. The course requires you to carry
out plant and poultry growth practical projects and produce a
report on each. You will also be expected to attend an
arranged excursion to a farm near Camden.

The Year 12 course builds on the Year 11 course, while
emphasising management, marketing, economics,
sustainability and new technologies. You will also be expected
to attend an arranged excursion to support a farm product
study project.

Please note, Agriculture should be regarded as an academic
subject; it requires a substantial amount of reading
throughout the course.

Please note, Agriculture should be regarded as an academic
subject; it requires a substantial amount of reading
throughout the course.

Brief course outline:

Brief course outline:

•
•
•

•
•
•

Plant and animal production systems
Plant and animal growth practical projects
Farm case study

Plant and animal production systems
Farm product study (with a focus on marketing)
New technologies in agriculture

Topics include: It’s a big field (an overview of Australian
agriculture), Down to earth (on soils and plant science), On
the case (farm case study), Hands on (poultry raising project),
Looking at ewe (on fat lamb production), Crop this (on crop
production)

Topics include: Sustainable farm production, Cattle
production (relating to beef), Milk production and marketing,
Grape production, Farming in the 21st Century (relating to
current issues, new technologies and research methods in
agriculture).

Practical or other requirements:

Practical or other requirements:

The following are essential course requirements. Students are
advised NOT to select this subject if they are unlikely to be
able carry out the following activities:
• Carry out a plant growth study using plants grown in pots.
• Raise chickens from day-old chicks for at least 6 to 8 weeks.
• Attend an arranged excursion to a farm near Camden.

The following are essential course requirements. Students are
advised NOT to select this subject if they are unlikely to be
able carry out the following activities:
• Carry out an experiment relating to the optimum planting
density of grazing oats grown in pots.
• Attend an arranged excursion to a small dairy processing
factory near Camden and produce a farm product study
report.

Skill development:

Skill development:

You will develop practical skills in managing the needs of
growing plants and animals while applying experimental
design.

You will develop further experimental skills and further skills
in the management and presentation of your own research
projects.

Technology and other requirements:

Technology and other requirements:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

A computer and access to the Internet
Camera
A suitable place to grow vegetables in pots.
A suitable place to raise chickens from day old chicks for 6
to 8 weeks.

A computer and access to the Internet
Camera
A suitable place to grow oats in pots.

Other information

Other information

This course will help you prepare for a career or further study
in agriculture.

This course will help you prepare for a career or further study
in agriculture.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments

Computing Applications

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Computing Applications is a 'hands-on' skills-based course
aimed at developing the student's abilities to use hardware
and software to complete a range of practical experiences in
a broad range of topic areas.

No available until 2024

In this subject students will develop their knowledge and
understanding of the role of computing in completing tasks
that enable them to be confident users of the technology.
Students will also develop skills needed to evaluate different
technologies.
Students can undertake 1 unit (60 hours) or 2 unit (120)
courses in Year 11 and/or Year 12 year.

Brief course outline
Main topic areas
• Compulsory — Hardware and Software Skills, Data,
Applications and Social Issues
• Communications 1
• Communications 2 s
• Spreadsheets 1
• Spreadsheets 2

•
•
•
•
•
•

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Graphics 1
Graphics 2
Multimedia 1
Multimedia 2
Desktop Publishing 1
Desktop Publishing 2

Computing Applications cannot be studied with the Board
Developed Courses - Software Design and Development or
Information Processes and Technology.
As stated by NESA: Exclusions: Board Developed Courses —
Information Processes and Technology; Software Design and
Development and courses within the Information
Technology Curriculum Framework.
Practical assessment tasks are embedded throughout the
course.

Skill development
•
•
•

Skill development

Students who desire to become confident users of
technology
Selection of modules allows students to explore their own
areas of interest and develop specific computer-based
skills in those areas
Students' capacities in both information handling and the
creative process are enhanced when a variety of software
applications are available to them.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Regular access to a computer and the Internet is essential.
Microsoft Office is required. This course is delivered online.

Other information

Other information

This course is best suited for students who did not study
Year 9/10 Information Software Technology.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

This course is NOT available to Single Course enrolments
2 Unit

Computing Applications (Year 12 only) 12B

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
Computing Applications is a 'hands-on' skills-based course aimed at developing the student's abilities to use hardware and
software to complete a range of practical experiences in a broad range of topic areas.
In this subject students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the role of computing in completing tasks that
enable them to be confident users of the technology. Students will also develop skills needed to evaluate different
technologies.
Students can undertake 1 unit (60 hours) or 2 unit (120) courses in Year 11 and/or Year 12 year.

Brief course outline
Main topic areas
• Compulsory — Hardware and Software Skills, Data,
Applications and Social Issues
• Communications 1
• Communications 2 s
• Spreadsheets 1
• Spreadsheets 2

•
•
•
•
•
•

Graphics 1
Graphics 2
Multimedia 1
Multimedia 2
Desktop Publishing 1
Desktop Publishing 2

Practical or other requirements
Computing Applications cannot be studied with the Board Developed Courses - Software Design and Development or
Information Processes and Technology.
As stated by NESA: Exclusions: Board Developed Courses — Information Processes and Technology; Software Design and
Development and courses within the Information Technology Curriculum Framework.
Practical assessment tasks are embedded throughout the course.

Skill development
•
•
•

Students who desire to become confident users of technology
Selection of modules allows students to explore their own areas of interest and develop specific computer-based skills in those
areas
Students' capacities in both information handling and the creative process are enhanced when a variety of software
applications are available to them.

Technology or other requirement
Regular access to a computer and the Internet is essential. Microsoft Office is required. This course is delivered online.

Other information
This course is best suited for students who did not study Year 9/10 Information Software Technology.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Design & Technology

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Students with varying interests and capabilities will enjoy this
subject, as the program is flexible enough to focus on each
student’s practical, creative and academic strengths.

Innovations and emerging technologies are investigated by
students, including a case study of a design innovation. The
designing and producing in Year 12 includes student choice of
a Major Design Project that interests them and meets target
market needs. A focus of this project is innovation. The
project folio includes a project proposal, project
management, project development and realisation and
project evaluation and an optional 6 minute video.

Design and Technology has a unique focus on creativity,
innovation and the successful implementation of innovative
ideas.
Designers today must have an understanding of design
thinking for application to a range of design projects that
satisfy identified needs in a variety of settings. Students will
develop skills in research, communication and management in
design. A variety of techniques, tools and materials are used
throughout this practical project based course.
As entrepreneurs of the future, students will gain an
understanding of available resources to create designs that
are aesthetically pleasing and functionally efficient for
situations they research.
Students will work through two design projects. They will
address the design challenges using the design process and
design thinking to produce the best possible solutions.

The Major Design Project (MDP) is externally marked and
accounts for 60% of the Year 12 examination mark. The
written paper provides the remaining 40% by way of a one
and a half hour examination.
As well as providing opportunities for students to research,
develop and design projects in areas of individual interest,
students will learn about environmental consequences, social
impacts and other equity issues related to design. They will
develop skills that are transferable which lead to lifelong
learning in design thinking and problem solving.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•

Design and Technology theory

•

Factors affecting design

•

Design and Technology production

•

Products and processes of designers

•

Apply the design processes to practical folio which reflects
the production

•

Influence of society on the design and product

•

Innovation Study

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•

Completion of two Design Projects.

•

Completion of a Major Design Project (MDP) over 3 terms.

•

Please note all materials for practical projects must be
supplied by the student.

•

Please note all materials for practical projects must be
supplied by the student.

•

Student / teacher meetings for ongoing supervision

Skill development

Skill development

•

Internet research / investigation / experimentation

•

Internet research / Investigation / Testing experimentation

•

Skills relevant to interpreting design briefs

•

Communication – creative and innovative approaches

•

Publication of Design Project folios

•

•

Designing and making of projects

Managing the publication of folio through the
development of the design process

•

Communication of ideas and solutions

•

•

Project Management / time management

Selecting and using appropriate methods of
communication

•

Project Management

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•
•

•
•

•
•

Computer / Printer / Internet
Technological equipment necessary for individual Design
Projects
Digital Camera or mobile device
Workshop or space for production of design projects
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•

Computer / Printer / Internet
Technological equipment necessary for individual MDP
development and realisation
Digital Camera or mobile device

Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Engineering Studies

2 Unit
Year 11 Course

ATAR
Year 12 Course

Engineering Studies is designed to provide students with an
introduction to the study of engineering related courses at a
Tertiary Level.

Engineering Studies is designed to provide students with an
introduction to the study of engineering related courses at a
Tertiary Level.

Some of the engineering fields include Aerospace, Civil,
Chemical, Electrical, Materials, Mechanical, Nuclear, Systems
and Marine.

Some of the engineering fields include Aerospace, Civil,
Chemical, Electrical, Materials, Mechanical, Nuclear, Systems
and Marine.

While background experience in areas associated with the
course is not essential, a sound knowledge of mathematics,
chemistry, physics and technical drawing would be an
advantage.

While background experience in areas associated with the
course is not essential, a sound knowledge of mathematics,
chemistry, physics and technical drawing would be an
advantage.

Students will study four modules of Engineering and develop
an engineering report for two of these modules.

Students will study four modules of Engineering and develop
an engineering report for two of these modules.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Engineering Fundamentals
Engineered Products
Braking Systems
Biomedical Engineering

Civil Structures
Personal and Public Transport
Aeronautical Engineering
Telecommunications Engineering

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Students will need to complete an engineering report in two
modules that will require research, communication and
application skills.

Students will need to complete an engineering report in two
modules that will require research, communication and
application skills.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop knowledge and skills in aspects of
engineering that include communication, engineering
mechanics and hydraulics, engineering materials historical and
social influences, electricity and electronics and environment
issues.

Students will develop knowledge and skills in aspects of
engineering that include communication, engineering
mechanics and hydraulics, engineering materials historical
and social influences, electricity and electronics and
environment issues.

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Students will be required to complete some computer
drawings in this course.

Students will be required to complete some computer
drawings in this course.

Some support material is also supplied through our elearning
site.

Some support material is also supplied through our elearning
site.
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Years 11/12 Subject Choices

Food Technology

2 Unit

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Food Technology is an engaging course and appeals to
students with a variety of interests. The course explores many
different aspects of food properties, food selection and
related nutrition as applied to current situations and trends in
society.

Food Technology is an engaging course and appeals to
students with a variety of interests. The course explores
different aspects of nutrition related issues, food production
and processing. You will look at the effects of food (fresh and
processed) on lifestyle and health. Diet choices are evaluated
according to recommended national guides.

Course delivery includes prepared weekly notes, texts, journal
reports and elearning.

Course delivery includes prepared weekly notes, texts,
journal reports and elearning.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Food Availability and Selection
Food Quality
Nutrition

Contemporary Nutrition Issues
Food Manufacture
Food Product Development
The Australian Food Industry

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

•
•

Food preparation - practical food exercises
Experimental work with associated preparation of food

Food Preparation - practical food exercises
Experimenting with and designing and analysing solutions
to food situations

Skill development

Skill development

•
•

•
•

Practical food preparation skills
Development of a broad range of skills relating to
researching, analysing, evaluating and communicating food
issues

Practical food preparation skills
Skills in researching, analysing, evaluating and
communicating food issues

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

Students will need to have access to
• a computer which has the Internet and Microsoft Office
Suite
• a practical kitchen work area and equipment
• a digital camera or mobile device and photo editing
software is recommended.

Students will need to have access to
• a computer which has the Internet and Microsoft Office
Suite
• a practical kitchen work area and equipment
• a digital camera or mobile device and photo editing
software is recommended.

Other information

Other information

•

•

Useful in personal life, employment situations or further
education in the fields of

−
−
−

−
−
−

Food Science
Nutrition
Hospitality
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2 Unit

Information Processes & Technology
Year 11 Course

ATAR

Year 12 Course

Information Processes and Technology (IPT) focuses on
Information Systems. Information systems are made up of
several interrelated components: information technology
(computer hardware and software), people, data and
processes, and the relationships between these
components. This course is delivered online.

Information Processes and Technology (IPT) – the Year 12
course builds on the Year 11, by focusing on the key areas of
Communications and Databases and option topics of special
interest: Decision Support Systems and Multimedia. As with
the Year 11, the course is textbook based. This course is
delivered online.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

Main topic areas
• Introduction to Information Skills and Systems
• Developing Information Systems
• Tools for Information Processes
(This topic is organised into seven types of data
processing: collecting, organising, analysing,
storing/retrieving, processing, transmitting/receiving and
displaying)

Main topic areas
• Project Management
• Information Systems and Databases
• Communication Systems
• Option Strands

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Practical assessment tasks include the creation of a digital
presentation of an Information System case study, and
creating a multimedia product presenting survey results
based on social and ethical issues.

Practical assessment tasks include the design of relational
database, creating spreadsheets based on a decision support
system, developing an expert system and the creation of a
multimedia product.

Skill development

Skill development

Skills are primarily based on project management
techniques and the development of a range of software
skills including:
• Databases
• Spreadsheets
• Web Authoring
• Animation

The Year 12 course provides opportunity for further developing
a range of professional systems project management
techniques, as well as skills in the more advanced use of
spreadsheets and databases, as well as skills in the broad range
of software required for multimedia design.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Regular access to a computer and the Internet is essential.
Microsoft Office and the Adobe Creative Cloud is required. If
using a Mac, Parallel Desktop is recommended to be able to
use Microsoft Access.

Regular access to a computer and the Internet is essential.
Microsoft Office and the Adobe Creative Cloud is required. If
using a Mac, Parallel Desktop is recommended to be able to
use Microsoft Access.

Other information

Other information

IPT provides a solid foundation for understanding and
making better use of information systems; skills useful in
further education as well as in the work place.

IPT provides a solid foundation for understanding and making
better use of information systems; skills useful in further
education as well as in the work place.
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2 Unit

Industrial Technology Multimedia

ATAR

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

Industrial Technology is a course that focuses on the skills
and processes of industrial design. This course centres on
the Multimedia Technologies focus area. It consists of
project work and an industry study that provide a broad
range of skills and knowledge related to the multimedia
industry, including graphics, digital video, animation and
interactive multimedia. Students are introduced to
processes, skills and practices relevant to the design,
management, communication and construction of practical
projects. This course is delivered online and opportunities
for face-to-face teaching/learning are also provided.

The Year 12 Industrial Technology Multimedia course involves
the development, management and communication of a major
practical project and folio. Students will develop knowledge,
skills and understanding related to the use of multimedia
technologies, including graphics, digital video, animation and
interactive multimedia. This course is delivered online and
opportunities for face-to-face teaching/learning are also
provided.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

Both the Year 11 and Year 12 courses are organised in four
sections:
• Industry Study
• Design, Management and Communication
• Production
• Multimedia Technologies

Both the Year 11 and Year 12 courses are organised around
four sections:
• Industry Study
• Design, Management and Communication
• Production
• Multimedia Technologies

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Practical assessment tasks are designed to develop and
equip students with a broad range of multimedia skills in
preparation for the HSC Major Project.

The final HSC result is composed of the following externally
assessed components:
• Major Project 60%
• HSC Examination 40%

Skill development

Skill development

Students will gain a range of industrial design skills which
can be applied to multiple industries. Practical skills include
project management techniques, as well online
communication and practice in the creation of video,
animation, graphics and web sites using the Adobe Creative
Cloud applications and other tools.

The Year 12 course provides opportunity for the further
development and demonstration of advanced skills using
Adobe Creative Cloud applications and other tools. Students
demonstrate their skills through a major project and an
accompanying design folio, which are externally assessed and
contribute to 60% of their HSC result for this subject.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Regular access to a computer, the Adobe Creative Cloud and
the Internet is essential.

Regular access to a computer, the Adobe Creative Cloud and
the Internet is essential.

Other information

Other information

IT Multimedia develops design skills for the creation of
multimedia products using a range of technologies. It
provides a solid foundation for students wishing to pursue a
career or further education in the area of multimedia.

IT Multimedia develops design skills for the creation of
multimedia products using a range of technologies. It provides
a solid foundation for students wishing to pursue a career or
further education in the area of multimedia.
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2 Unit

Software Design and Development
Year 11 Course

ATAR

Year 12 Course

Software Design and Development (SDD) uses creativity,
knowledge, values and communication skills to develop
computer programs. This subject will help students to
develop a systematic approach to problem solving, an
opportunity to be creative, with excellent career prospects
and interesting content.

Software Design and Development (SDD) – the Year 12 course
builds on the Year 11 course, providing students with the
opportunity to develop skills in the designing and developing
software solutions, project management and communication.
It looks at different ways software can be developed, the tools
that can be used to assist in this process and considers the
interaction between software and other components of
computer systems.

While a variety of software applications are used in this
subject, they are not the primary focus. The focus is on the
design and development of computer-base solutions.

This course is delivered online.

This course is delivered online.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

Main topic areas
• Concepts and Issues in the Design and Development of
Software
• Introduction to Software Development
• Developing Software Solutions

Main topic areas
• Development and Impact of Software Solutions
• Software Development Cycle
• Developing a Solution Package
• The Interrelationship Between Software and Hardware

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Practical assessment tasks include designing a user interface
for a game and creating a games program.

Practical assessment tasks include designing and implementing
a software solution of the student’s choice.

Skill development

Skill development

Students will develop skills in using various software design
tools and in creating well-structured software using
programming languages such as Python.

The Year 12 course provides opportunity for students to
further develop the software design and programming skills
that began in Year 11.

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

Regular access to a computer and the Internet is essential.
Microsoft Office is required, and Adobe Creative Cloud may
be of use.

Regular access to a computer and the Internet is essential.
Microsoft Office is required, and the Adobe Creative Cloud may
be of use.

Information regarding programming languages will be made
available to students at appropriate times.

Information regarding programming languages will be made
available to students at appropriate times.

Other information

Other information

SDD is aimed at students with interest in coding computer
programs and provides a solid foundation in problemsolving and designing well-structured software; skills useful
in further education as well as in the work place.

SDD is aimed at students with interest in coding computer
programs and provides a solid foundation in problem-solving
and designing well-structured software; skills useful in the
further education as well as in the work place.
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Textiles & Design

2 Unit

ATAR

Course cost: Year 11 only $35

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Year 11 course enables students to develop an appreciation
of Textiles and Design in society. It develops creativity with
textiles and an understanding of design, manufacture and the
application of textiles.

The Year 12 course builds on the knowledge and skills
developed in the Year 11 Textiles and Design course.

Students develop a knowledge of fibres, yarns, and fabric
properties and understand the importance of these to end-use
applications.

Students undertake a Major Textiles Project worth 50% of the
HSC assessment mark. Students choose from one of five focus
areas: Apparel, Costume, Textile Arts, Furnishing and NonApparel with an emphasis on creativity and innovation of
design.

The course involves components of practical work and requires
access to a sewing machine. Whilst not mandatory, it is highly
advisable to have basic skills in textiles construction.

Students are required to design, develop and manufacture a
Major Textiles Project consisting of practical item/s and
supporting written documentation to completion.

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•

Design

•
•

Major Textiles Project

•

The Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied
Industries

•

Properties and Performance of Textiles

•

Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries

Properties and Performance of Textiles

Design

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

Students undertake two practical projects with supporting
written documentation. Project one is based on the Design
area of study and is drawn from the focus areas of NonApparel, Furnishings or Textile Arts item.

•

The second project is to be based on the focus areas of
Apparel or Costume, with an emphasis on the Properties and
Performance of Textiles areas of study.
Study days and web lessons overview assessment task
requirements and course content.

•
•
•
•

Study Day – Introduction to the Major Textiles Project
(MTP) and Year 12 course; view display of previous HSC
years selected Major Textiles Projects. Mandatory
attendance.
Manufacture of Major Textiles Project item/s.
Completion of supporting written documentation for
Major Textiles Project.
Student / teacher meetings for ongoing supervision of MTP
project management.
Study days and web lessons overview assessment task
requirements and course content.

Skill development

Skill development

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Research/investigation/experimentation
Sketching/design process
Manufacturing/construction and decorative techniques
Presentation/communication techniques
Time management/project management
Relating properties of fibre, yarn and fabric to end use

Research/investigation/experimentation
Development of ideas/sketching/modifications
Innovation/creativity of design ideas
Presentation/communication of ideas
Production of item/s to completion
Time management/project management

Technology or other requirements

Technology or other requirements

•

•

•
•

Digital access and literacy – Internet access for online
learning, email, web lessons, web based research and digital
documentation of portfolio work.
Digital device such as camera, phone or tablet
(photographic evidence) and/or scanner.
Access to a sewing machine (mandatory) and overlocker
(preferable). Ability to source materials and equipment for
practical based textiles projects and documentation.

•
•

Digital access and literacy – Internet access for online
learning, email, web lessons, web based research and
digital documentation of portfolio work.
Digital device such as camera, phone or tablet
(photographic evidence) and/or scanner.
Access to a sewing machine (mandatory) and overlocker
(preferable). Ability to source materials and equipment for
individual Major Textiles Project.

Other information

Other information

Provides students with a knowledge, understanding and skill that
forms a valuable foundation for Year 12 and a range of courses
at university and other tertiary institutions relating to fashion
and design.

Provides students with a knowledge, understanding and skill
that forms a valuable foundation for a range of courses at
university and other tertiary institutions relating to fashion and
design.
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BUSINESS SERVICES
COURSE DETAILS
Hours
Type
Duration

Unit Value
Extension
HSC Exam
ATAR
Work Placement
SBAT
RECOGNITION

BSB30120 Certificate III in Business

240 hours
Board Developed Course Category B
2 years
2 unit Preliminary
2 unit HSC
Yes at another RTO
Yes
Yes
Mandatory 70 hours
Opportunity to complete a School Based
Traineeship and gain credit towards the HSC
National and HSC Qualification

ABOUT

Individuals in these roles carry out a range of routine procedural,
clerical, administrative or operational tasks that require
technology and business skills. They apply a broad range of
competencies using some discretion, judgement and relevant
theoretical knowledge. They may provide technical advice and
support to a team.
The course will also assist students to develop higher level skills in
the following areas:
• Communication
• Teamwork in a business environment
• Problem solving
• Innovation and enterprise
• Planning and organising (prioritising)
• Deliver customer service

ASSESSMENT

Assessment strategies may include:
• Direct observation of practical work
• Written questioning
• Structured tasks including scenarios and case studies
• Portfolios of evidence collated by students

JOB ROLES

Individuals with this qualification are able to perform roles, such
as:
• Administration Assistant
• Clerical Worker
• Data Entry Operator
• Information Desk Clerk
• Office Junior
• Receptionist

FURTHER STUDY

• Certificate IV qualifications, for example:
− Administration
− Marketing
− Human Resources
− Business Sales
− Diploma and Degree

PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS
•
•
•
•

CAREER PATHWAYS

Administration Officer, Administrative Assistant, Clerical Officer,
Data Entry Operator, Information Desk Clerk, Office Assistant,
Receptionist

Able to work methodically, accurately and neatly
Good oral and written communication skills
Able to work as part of a team
Neat personal appearance.

DUTIES AND TASKS OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Administrative assistants may perform the following tasks:
• Sort and distribute incoming mail to areas and staff within the organisation and dispatch outgoing mail
• Write business letters, reports or office memos
• Answer telephone enquiries from customers, attend to visitors and assist other staff in the organisation with their enquiries
• Operate a range of office machines such as photocopiers, computers and faxes
• File documents – electronic and hard copy
• Undertake other duties such as banking, credit control or payroll functions
STUDENT OUTCOMES for Certificate III in Business
These are the outcomes of graduates surveyed six months after completing their training for Certificate III in Business.

All statistics are supplied by the National Centre for Vocational Education Research

Further reading:

http://training.gov.au/training/details/BSB20120
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/for-students/job-guides
https://sbatinnsw.info/school-based-traineeships
https://www.myskills.gov.au/courses/details?Code=BSB30120
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HOSPITALITY – Kitchen Operations
SIT20416 Certificate II in Kitchen Operations

COURSE DETAILS
Hours
Type
Duration

Unit Value
Specialisation
HSC Exam
ATAR
Work placement
SBAT
RECOGNITION

240 hours
Board Developed Course Category B
2 years
2 unit Preliminary
2 unit HSC
Yes, check with your school
Yes
Yes
Mandatory 70 hours
Opportunity to complete a School
Based Apprenticeship or a Traineeship
and gain credit towards the HSC
National and HSC Qualification

ASSESSMENT

Assessment strategies may include:
• Observation
• Student Demonstration
• Questioning
• Written tasks
• Tests

ABOUT

This qualification provides a pathway to work in kitchen operations in
organisations such as restaurants, hotels, catering operations, clubs, pubs,
cafes, cafeterias, coffee shops and institutions such as aged care facilities,
hospitals, prisons and schools.
Skills and knowledge will prepare the students in providing effective
hospitality service to customers.

JOB ROLES

Possible job titles include:
•
Breakfast cook
•
Catering assistant
•
Fast food cook
•
Sandwich hand
•
Take-away cook

PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FURTHER STUDY

After achieving Certificate II in Kitchen Operations,
individuals could progress to a wide range of other
qualifications in the hospitality and broader service
industries, for example:
•
Certificate III in Commercial Cookery
•
Certificate III in Hospitality
•
Certificate III in Tourism

Enjoy practical work
Good hand-eye coordination
Able to work quickly and safely with minimal supervision
Good personal hygiene
Free from skin allergies to foods and detergents
Good communication skills
Able to work under pressure
Able to work as part of a team.

CAREER PATHWAYS

Chef, Caterer, Restaurateur/Restaurant/Cafe Owner

DUTIES AND TASKS OF A KITCHEN HAND

Kitchen hands may perform the following tasks:
•
Wash and clean utensils and dishes and make sure they are stored appropriately
•
Handle, sort, store and distribute food items
•
Wash, peel, chop, cut and cook foodstuffs, and help prepare salads and desserts
•
Sort and dispose of rubbish and recycling
•
Organise laundering of kitchen linen
•
Clean food preparation equipment, floors and other kitchen tools or areas.

STUDENT OUTCOMES for Certificate II in Kitchen Operations

These are the outcomes of graduates surveyed six months after completing their training for Certificate II in Kitchen Operations.
All statistics are supplied by the National Centre for Vocational Education Research

Further reading:

http://training.gov.au/Training/Details/SIT20416
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/for-students/job-guides
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/apprenticeships.php?apg=available
Source: https://www.myskills.gov.au/courses/details?Code=SIT20416
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RETAIL SERVICES
SIR30216 Certificate III in Retail

COURSE DETAILS
Hours
Type
Duration

Unit Value
HSC Exam
ATAR
Work placement
SBAT
RECOGNITION

240 hours
Board Developed Course Category B
2 years
2 unit Preliminary
2 unit HSC
Yes
Yes
Mandatory 70 hours
Opportunity to complete a School Based
Traineeship and gain credit towards the HSC
National and HSC Qualification

ABOUT

With this qualification the student is able to perform roles
such as:
• Providing product and service advice in a retail store
• Selling products and services in a variety of retail
settings
• Operating a checkout area
• Preparing and selling fast food items
• Checking stock, rotate and replenish retail shelves
• Organising and maintaining work areas, merchandising
and building displays

JOB ROLES

ASSESSMENT

Assessment strategies may include:
• Observation
• Student Demonstration
• Questioning
• Written tasks
• Tests

Individuals with this qualification are able to perform roles,
such as:
• provide product and service advice in a retail store
• sell products and services in a variety of retail settings
• work as a checkout operator
• check stock and replenish shelves
• organise and maintain work areas and displays.

CAREER PATHWAYS

PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sales Assistant
Retail Office Assistant
Sales Administrator
Retail Store Manager
Customer Service Representative

DUTIES AND TASKS OF A SALES ASSISTANT

Enjoy working with people
A helpful, courteous manner
Neat personal appearance
Good communication skills
Able to deal accurately with money
Motivation and drive
No skin disorders if working with food
Good problem-solving skills
Willing to work as part of a team.

Sales assistants may perform the following tasks:
• Advise customers on the location, selection, price, delivery, use and care of goods available from the store, with the aim of encouraging
them to buy and to return to buy in the future
• Operate cash registers and accept payment, or prepare finance arrangements (invoices and contracts, for example)
• Take special orders for items not currently in stock, or not normally stocked, and notify customers when the items have arrived
• Package goods for customers and arrange delivery
• price, stack and display items for sale and keep the store tidy and attractive
• Be aware of health, safety and welfare issues and practices
• Participate in stocktaking (counting and describing the goods in stock)
• Arrange for the repair of damaged goods or advise on necessary repairs
• Order items.
STUDENT OUTCOMES for Certificate III in Retail Services
These are the outcomes of graduates surveyed six months after completing their training for Certificate III in Retail Services
All statistics are supplied by the National Centre for Vocational Education Research

Source: https://www.myskills.gov.au/courses/details?Code=SIR30216

Further reading:

http://training.gov.au/training/details/SIR30216
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/for-students/job-guides
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/traineeships.php?trpg=travailable
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Work Studies (Years 11 & 12)

2 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Work Studies course is designed to assist students in their
transition from school to work. It develops knowledge and
understanding of the issues faced by students in the transition
to work and the skills needed for effective career planning
and performance of tasks in the work environment.

The Work Studies course is designed to assist students in
their transition from school to work. It develops knowledge
and understanding of the issues faced by students in the
transition to work and the skills needed for effective career
planning and performance of tasks in the work environment.

No work experience required

No work experience required
No HSC examination

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•

My working life

•
•

Teamwork and enterprise skills

Preparing job applications

•

Managing work and life commitments

•

In the workplace

•

Workplace communication

•

Workplace issues

Personal finance

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

Exploring career and life choices

•
•

Exploring teamwork and enterprise skills

Developing a career plan

•

Identifying skills

•

Using technology

•

Using technology

Developing skills and knowledge of personal finance

Skill development

Skill development

•
•

Research skills

Research skills

Communication and technology skills

•
•

•

Skills for success in the workplace

•

Financial skill

•

Skills for success in the workplace

Communication and technology skills

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•

Access to the internet for career research

•

Access to the internet for career research

•

Access to a word processing software to produce job
applications and resume

•

Access to a word processing software to produce job
applications and resume
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2 Unit

Work Studies (Year 12 only)

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
The Work Studies course is designed to assist students in their transition from school to work. It develops knowledge and
understanding of the issues faced by students in the transition to work and the skills needed for effective career planning and
performance of tasks in the work environment.
No work experience required
No HSC examination

Brief course outline
•

My working life

•

Preparing job applications

•

Managing work and life commitments

•

Workplace communication

Practical or other requirements
•

Exploring career and life choices

•

Developing a career plan

•

Identifying skills

•

Using technology

Skill development
•

Research skills

•

Communication and technology skills

•

Skills for success in the workplace

Technology or other requirement
•
•

Access to the internet for career research
Access to a word processing software to produce job applications and resume
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Work Studies (Years 11 & 12)

1 Unit

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course

Year 11 Course

Year 12 Course

The Work Studies course is designed to assist students in
their transition from school to work. It develops knowledge
and understanding of the issues faced by students in the
transition to work and the skills needed for effective career
planning and performance of tasks in the work
environment.

The Work Studies course is designed to assist students in their
transition from school to work. It develops knowledge and
understanding of the issues faced by students in the transition
to work and the skills needed for effective career planning and
performance of tasks in the work environment.

No work experience required

No HSC examination

No work experience required

Brief course outline

Brief course outline

•
•

•
•

My working life
Preparing job applications

Teamwork and enterprise skills
Personal finance

Practical or other requirements

Practical or other requirements

•
•

Exploring career and life choices

•
•

Exploring teamwork and enterprise skills

Developing a career plan

•

Identifying skills

•

Using technology

•

Using technology

Developing skills and knowledge of personal finance

Skill development

Skill development

•
•

Research skills

Research skills

Communication and technology skills

•
•

•

Skills for success in the workplace

•

Financial skill

•

Skills for success in the workplace

Communication and technology skills

Technology or other requirement

Technology or other requirement

•

Access to the internet for career research

•

Access to the internet for career research

•

Access to a word processing software to produce job
applications and resume

•

Access to a word processing software to produce job
applications and resume
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1 Unit

Work Studies (Year 12 only)

Non ATAR

Content Endorsed Course
Not studied in Year 11

Year 12 Course
The Work Studies course is designed to assist students in their transition from school to work. It develops knowledge and
understanding of the issues faced by students in the transition to work and the skills needed for effective career planning and
performance of tasks in the work environment.
No work experience required
No HSC examination

Brief course outline
•

My working life

•

Preparing job applications

Practical or other requirements
•
•

Exploring career and life choices

•

Identifying skills

•

Using technology

Developing a career plan

Skill development
•
•

Research skills

•

Skills for success in the workplace

Communication and technology skills

Technology or other requirement
•

Access to the internet for career research

•

Access to a word processing software to produce job applications and resume
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